Ex diligently per uſed this Ir eatiſe, 
(called Vindicie ( lavinm) and percei- 


ving thattlie judicious A uthour bath ex- 
aaly performed what he undertakes, I 
cannot but concetye it will conduce very 
mnch to the ending of our Vnchriſtian 
Contentions- concerning Church- 
Government, the ſctling of ſome that 
waver, and reclaiming of ſome that are 
mi[-lead.and appoſe 
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% EONS of theKzrzs ofthe Kt 


dome of Heaven, into the hands *A ** - 
the right Owners. | \_ 


Being lome Avimadverfons upon a Tra# of 


Mr.1.C: called, The Keyes of the King- 
4 dome of Heaven. 


As alſoupon another TraQ of his; called; The wy f the 
Churches of N n vv- Enozars, 


Manifeſting ; 
I, T be weaknefle of bit proof 
2. The Contradiions te himſelfe, and others. 
3. The Middle- way (/0 called) of Independents, vole Ip 
treme,or By-way of the Brownifts. 


By an'carneſt well-wiſher to che ek 


Is x.6.16. he 
I Pann p or ent ef hs 


Ix 0 pm 


IPriceedby T, for Peter Whaley and are to be ſold in 
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To the RzaDss. 
T & true,wbich the Prefacers to the 
Trz&,caled, 1 he way: of the 
- Churches of Chrift in Nevv-- 

England,do ſay,Thas We bave long 

called for a fuller Declaration of 

" themſelves, For all that bath as yer 
bin publifGed,barb wot ſatisfied our expettation,Nor do 
we think chem able to ſatis fie any wnprejudiced man. The 
32. Queſtions, The Apologcricall Narration, The 
Reaſons of rhe diſſenting Bretbren, The way of the 
Chorches,G'c. Now by bew publiſhed, bave all beer 
anſwered ; which yet tbeſe Brethren take no notice of. 


The Keyes re now in in the following diſ- 
rd web Thang def- 


conrſe;bow wel 

oribed, or bow ſutable they are to the parties allowed to 
"woart them, There is one vhing very fuſpicious,Thas 
WoDecthren dee wor ae none chem/el'ves, inthe 


uſe - 


PRE 


they cannot affectihs Booke: Of the ſame m 


© Tothe Knavuk. 


»/e and application of them: For choſe two Bretbres cell 
as invbeir Epiſtle, Thar they hold with the Chur- 


ches of New-Englan bl ith evident they agree 
not with their Author, in The way : For they profeſſe, 


That they dee not yet fully cloſe with lome ex. 


preſſions, paſsim, ( Frans) in the Booke, before 


fome of which, (belike there are more) they min- 


dedit,to notea Star in the Margin. T his they could 


not but ſay and doe {pace tanti 4uthorfs) or they 
could notallei the Booke. Aud wilrbs ſathfie any 


indifferent Reader? In the Title pages they promiſe us 
« fulldeclaration of the Church-way in all parti- 
culars, But in the ſecond pag 2þ3ble ebey tel 
vs, They doe notcloſe with ſome expreſiions In 
the Book; And there are no leſſethauten Stars affixed 
in the margine of the Booke z wherein <1, 09899 
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_. _ Tothe Reaven, | 
contradie the Authour, of The way,char #,himſclf,- I 
which, when Thave pleaded to ſome friends of bis, 1 © 
bave been tols,tbat be bath altered bis judgement,fmce 
he writ The way, in many particulars. . ] have beard 
judeed be bath often altered bis judgement fince be went 
to New-England : But I cannot well beleeye itin 2 
cbks ; becauſe the Prefacers 20 The way, bring us his xpg.z: 
owne Wwords,ina Letter newly written,comming to tbeir - 
bands,when 1beir Epiſtle was is the Preſſe; wherein be 

affirmes, That there is not a jot of difference in any 
Do&trine of Divinity, or Church praQtiſe, , So -, 
Mr. (orton,in his Letter to Mr, R.M, If is be true, 
that be hath altered bis opinion fence be writ the Way, 
tbey ba've done bim orong to publiſh it,after the Keyes, 
whereis the alteration is; If he have not,cbey would be - 
requeſted toreconcile bim to bimſelfe,For 1 find be doth © 
as flatly contraditt bimſelfe, a4 ever any man did. I wil 
inſtance but in one place. (andleavetbe rei to the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe.) In the Keyes ,page 4. be ſayes, The | 
Keyes were delivered to 2?-fer,as an Apefile,as an 
Elder,and as a Beleever. The ſen/c of che words(layes - 
he) will be moſt ful,if all the ſeveral conſiderations be © 
taken joynily together, But in The way,page 7, be * 
fazes, The power of the Keyes;is given to the - 
Church, to Pezer, not as an Apoſtle, 'notas an El- 
| | 0" 


i "TotiKnawke, : 
derybut as aprofeſt Beleever;jn thename of Belee- 
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vers;&c. 1s mor ebir a flat conrradiftion and yet the 


 Prefacers ſreme to «pprov? it, for they ſer no Starre 


. in the margins. 
juſtly then may 
how aniaſtl dos the Brethren quarrel us for calling 

£4 for it 2 Doe not they pbemſel'ves pr omiſe us yet a tul- 

I er Treatiſe ofthe ſame obo, wich epics de- 
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Church dnco þ 


1/ball leave it to them 10 reconcile. How 
wecall for a fuller Declaration? and 


joynt conſent of the Churches of 
Old and New-England 3 Thatsit that weexpett , 
the joynt-conſent of the Churches and Bretbren ; for 
their inconflancy, anddifference in judgement, bath 


| S4vſed, ar our non-(arisfaQion, ſo our juſt lamenta- 


tion, That they ſhould rend a poore-rent-already. 
ts, by ſetting up the praftiſe of a News 
, and wor be agreed of the platforme wher«by they 
attiſe. There are(as 1 touched before) no leſſe then ten 
per, wt hs #heſe Brethren ; wherein, 1 
ey differ from their Ambour(if nos 

{7 -omoo but in the Do. 
VVYhetherthe 


ther 
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VVhether fitting : atthe ag TI yitba. 
licall uſe (made by Chriſt himlelfe) to teach the 
Church their Maori over their Miniſters in. 
ſume cales, &c In theſe and the reſt,we are unſatisfied, 
and theſe Brethren may doe well to-declare their judge- . 
ment in their fuller Treatiſe promiſed. This diſagree-- 
ment among} them|elroes,is pre judicious ro cheir cauſe 
and way to thoſe that are judicions,that are not ſworn: 
20 the words of any Maſter but Chriſt;much more, when 

' theſameperſon is not at agreement with bimſelf;which, 
if it be nos the cale of the Authour of the Keyes, 'T * 
referre to the judgement of the indifferent Reader, 
when be bath read the following Diſcourſe, 


or. c- 
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| _. Animadyerſions upon the Brethrens 
Epiſtle co the Reader. | 


T ogy the Ek ſahecyf 5.0 times, 
What « the efF of Chutc e, 
os "” por of the Keyes.) Theſe B/etbrer 
i oy (pert truly) "her the Truth herein 
| SPRgLSy hah oſt 3 in adouble extreme - 
| \- * - , The ne was the t91awsy of the Clergy (ſo 
W-. called of ratero? the Prelacy, who lngrofled all, or the 
ticte p hot efron the Puim of pa ee =_ from 
OY le PEO Paſtors © Is ongre- 
IJ  Separatiſts, or Browniſts , (as they Ford, call them) who 
ea place and claime tothe whole power, and 
ch wap vu ſcrvants to exerciſe 
' power w *, was proper yt Wh. 
cit « tht Pune ia the widdle, between 


it our, is not ſo eafic. 
ey z but, merkinks they doe not hic 
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Truly juſt one as much as | ancthet:The Brethren ſuppoſe the. 
Saz#55 have a ſhate inthe Key of Knowledge , when they ſay, F 
they ſuſpeR they have likewiſe a ſhare jo the Key of #t —_ 
But firſt, they have no ſhare in the Ty; knowledge, (which "# 
is, preaching and adminiſtration of the: Sedles, as the Au-. "iN 
thour peaks) except peſiively, as to have thuir hearts ane 
by it (as the Bretbrens words ate:) So,nor have the | 
inthe Key of power, except it be by a voluntary [ conſent, is 

. obedience t6 the Will and Rule of Chriſt] asthe Authour him- 
ſelfe ſpeaks,pege 15. And divers times elſewhcre,as we ſhall 
hearez [even = orderly ſubjettien, according to the Order of 
the Gefpet, p: 617.] Though the truth is, ſome have taken 
more than to ſuſpet7 they have a ſhare, evento 
prattiſe ie &9 of power, and that Crbrowe h the inſtruttjon 
and guidance of their Teachers;] which, bow litrle ir comes 
ſhorr po the plea and praQiſe of the other extreme, ſhall cre 
long appeare. For the preſent : Theſe Brethren (ay, they 
Fr Fe To y ws Sp this power may lye in a de allotment 
into divers b according 76 their Food ay pager 96 
rather than in an enire pw} ſole truſs committed to 
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man, or any one ſort, or ranke of men, or Officers.” Hate 
perhaps we might cages with them:ButT am ſure they agree 
not with their herein, who places all the power 1n 


one ſort of men — ; thatis, the Brethren without Off. T1 The way 
cers, and givesthem leave [roele4, ordaine officers, admit 
members, and 2fſe Church cenſures without any Officert yea,to 
cenſure all thay officers. though, we thinke, he contradias 
himſelfe inthis Trae of the Keyes. 
bhcks v4ok'y tell us, The Aathour (ro whom they Pre- 
face aber ooo upon him to diſtribute the bounds of this power. 
layes owns this as a maxime, [That looke in my 
bands ſoever it fallphey havt it immedlatl from Ebrjſ, chat 
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-tohaye made ſucha ſilppoſicion,thit the Congregation hath 


aPresbyrery of its owne: For if they have no Pcesbytery of 


+their owne, he afſerteth, that they have the power of Ordina- 


tion and Excommunication , which is the higheſt centure 


* .. within thernſelves ; and [wars 4 Warrant to repaive to the 


- 


-. 
Wa: 
WOT 


Preſbytery of another Church fir either. J1.Both he and theſe 


+ "Brethren know, that this is denyed by may, who makethe 
_ . firſt SubjeR of all Church-power to be the general viſible 


Church and ſecondarily the Congregation, though having a 


- Presbytery of its owne : As a man isthe fi: ſubjeR of Ri- 
- ibility, Pezer, butatſecond hand. The Congregation con- 


ne of Elders and Brethren ; [ For as for women and chil- 


_ ONy p there 's 4 ſpecial exception by « Statute Law of Chriſt, 


= 
* 


againſt their enjoyment of any part of this publicke power ](lay 
the- Brethren) which I ſee no reaſon tor, inregard of ſome 


part of this power,(as we ſhall ſee anon)che Aythour labours 
coſhae the intereſt and power between the Elders and the 


Brethren, And he manifeſts it({ay they)by way of a parallell, 
© 45 in ſonic of our Townes corporate the power i givento a com- 
pany of Aldermen the Rulers and a Common Councell,a Body 


- NN 


of the people. ] But T pray obſerve the-4ifwiletwde in this 
tude : His maine defigne is,togive the people a ſhare in 
Government: But thenthe parallel] will 
For the Company of Aldermen, and the 
cl, are both; Rulers-of the Corporation, 
s 406 luboxdination : But I ſuppoſe, 
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neither the  Authour, nor the Brethren, can truly. ſay, the 
whole company of the people are Rulers in the Church, as 
the Common- Councell-is inthe Corporation, It all che 
people be Rulers, who are the r#fed ?! Inthe'City there are 
multitudes of people, ſubje& to: the Company of Alder- 
men,and Common- Councall; but here are all Governontes, 
or governed. The patallcll were fairely laid thus;Tbe Com- 
any of Aldermen, reſemble the Paſtors ang Teachers ; 
The Common- Councell, the Ruling- Elders (Officers of- 
another rankez ) The Citizens beſides thoſe, the Brethren 
out of Office, in the Congregation, Thus all things cor- 
reſpond well. But they makethe Presbytery to be the Al- 
dermen, aid the whole Body of the people td be the 
Commor- Councell., which ſure they are not, what ever. 
they ſay ; forthenthe diſtinRion of Re/ers and raled is loſt; 
And this appearcs clearly in his application of thisfimili- 
tude. LOSES to the Elders or Preſbytery, a binding power - 
of "Rule and Authority ;, wnto the Brethren, a power 10 concurre 
with them, and that ſuch aff aires (hould not be tranſatted with-. 
oat ajoynt-agreement of both.) What power * ſuchasthe 
Common- Councell hath inthe Corporation - ? thats more 
thana bare priviledge ,- thats a power of Rule and Autho--. 
rity,a binding power, concurring with the Aldermen ; But 
they ſhould have ſaid: Not the Common- Councell, batthe 
Common people of a City, have ſuch a powerto concurre 
with the Aldermen, that ſuch affaires be not tranſated, but 
with their joynt-agrecment. -Bur this they cannot ſay, and 
then the parallell will not hold, unlefſe they change the + 
Common-people for the Common- Councell,thus. As the 
people of a City only cannot proceed to any publicke ſen- 
tence, unlefſe they have Aldermen over them : ſo,nor have 
the Aldermen power to ſentence without the OI. 
7 \ 62S | OF-< 


lidaR,w 
the Co 


ilar, as thoſe doe, that are inthe one 
dnothing. And then, the laſt clauſe 
7 LIES 
0 W ourt © 
e Aldermen, the whole Common- 


. the Brethren 3 nor the Brethren,the Pres y tos 
etherthey have power over any perſon incach : But then 
-thers one thing wanting ; The Aldermen and Common- 
-Councell have” power over all the yeople of the City, as 
well as over particular perſons amongſt themſclyes. But 
theſe Brethrens way ; There are'no other people, over 

id, note againe, That the 
oth of anemind : They 
publick cew- 
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3; ] 28 wavnoted afore. 
The next thing which 


comment on, is the power of 


lay they) he grants an 4ſ[tciation of Churches, a an Ordi- 
nance of Chrif, with power abvoe that of « Capgregation, a 


the Congregations.) The words are full and-taire, bur the 
ſenſe is flat and empty : Forall this power of dctermining 


and enjoyning, is but DodFrinall, or declarative, differing Every Minifter - 
bur bath in him-* 
ſelfe, alone, R 


nothing in kind from the power of every ſingle Paſtor, 
 indegree of weight, as a greater Teftimony 5 as three cords 


twiſted together, are ſtronger than each of them ſingle. | A Dodrinall * 
pawer not binding or looſing, but dedirinaly only, not ww 
armed with powerof cenſures, if injanfions be not obeyed, Church thatis - 
Bnt if this power ef the Synod, be not javidivall, what is it £ his charged = 

bled as an Ordinance £147 Peronin 


All power in thoſe Psfors thus aflembled Oy | 
of Chriſt, -is-either a power of Oraley, or of. jariſd/fion : 
The ys wr —y ot decrecing ay is 20k the 
wer of Or or thenevery Paſtor, qua Poftor, by ver- 
4 iOly. on pat a ithe C 


heſayes : [The Brethren hove power ts cenſure thewhole Profs The wayg. 
ods becauſe Congregations wy miſcarry. [#herein.- 


Minifterlall power, to determine and enjoyne things concerning 
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- wards,in ſomethings, in his Diſcourſe, His Magifter won te- 
_ new... They lay, [14 #themiddle way} between that which 
# called Browniſme, and the Preſbyreriall Eopernment, as it is 
praftiſed 8c. But if. they remember themſe!ves well, the 

IF two extremes were Prelacy and Browniſme:( hereof the one 
z duh in effett put the chiefe. (if nov the whole) of the Rule and 
5Y - Government into the hands of the people, 8c. The other taking 
© Way the principall parts of that Rule (1he dut of each Congregation) 
inta the juriſdititon of 4 common Preſbytery of ſeveral Congre- 
e:ions &c,)] Lappeale their wiſedome, it the latter part doc 
not better fall uponthe Prelacy ; who inthe other extreme, 
tooke the principall parts'of Ru/e (due in part tothe Paſtors 
.of fe ie = their owne hands. Thenthe widdle - 
| -..- , _ - » Pg, maychance fall'out to be the Preſbyreriall way, and not 
-+* >. theirs, For certainly, that is between thoſe two extremes. 
- © * And#heir way, I dare ſay, (and hope tomake it appeare) 
--- comes nearerto Browniſme, than the Preſbyrerial way, to the 
Prilaticall. For the preſent, only marke 5 Thatthe Preſby- 

ie Clergy alone, as the Prelacy, nor to the people alone, 
chiefly;as the Browniſts doe, butto both. For the Preſby- 
ric (Claſhcall as 'well 'as \Congregationall } conſiſt of 
Paſters, and Ralmg- Elders; whoare the Repreſentatives of 
xople, and choſeh by their conſent. Bur to give the 
, the people alone; without Officers, a power, to . 


ka; 


- 


" Dpiftle 66-4 ut 


id Ls in their Coinmon-Councell, | choſe by 
a I 
conce owed up inthe Clef Sec. 
15 no more-abſurd, than thatthe wores of the Burgeſle of a 
Corporation,ſhould be ſwallowed up in the Parliament wi 
that the votes of the Blders ſhould be ſwallowed up ina - 
Sywed, confeſſed to be:the Ordinance of Chriſt 1 unleſſe the | 
Brethren thinke, a Syzod; may not determine or decree any 
_ her reno the joynt-conſent of every Elder there af-' 
bled.  - 
Afterall this agreement of the Brethren, with this ablcat 
Authour,ftoa wexder, if notto a miracle,as they would have 
usthinke, though we belceve they were not 


tothe 
plot of this Authour, either before orfince his going over) 


they cnter their «ene, againſt ſome opinions and paſſages 
of :this Authour, Yes platforme by him deſcribed. T pur- 
poſe not here to debaxe, much lefle todecide the 6 | 
between them. I only defire to have it obſerved, That it | 
may rather ſceme a wonder, that thele and other Brethren, 

having ſolopg ſtudied and profefſed this middle way ſhould p 
pr yet beableto lk had in had her Re _—_— 
hey we may new platforme tobe © 
reps One of them muſt needs be beſide the way, and "3 


They now 2gaine reſume the difference between the peo- 
ples intere(}, .and the Elders Ruleand Authority 4 and illu- 
fate: it by the former fimilitude, (Of 4C of Alder- 
ne, ands Commen-Councel, or Body of the people, is ſome 
Carpor ations, where the intereſt of the one is I from the 
#ther. ſd «« without the concurrence of buth, Ales 
oh oral 3 But ſoar in this Comp of the nw 


Ani pi rakes | 

Authority, but in the people ts « priviledge or 

wrt ſaid to this Only I would 

hey call the Common. a Body of the 

wut doe not know any ( [thinke, 

where the Corporation meets with the Aldermen, 

her oir an The Common-Councell are a diſtin& Body 

' fromthe common-peoplez a Body repreſentativeonly. But 
thentheparallell-is ſpoiled; for the Brerbrew as diſtin from 

the Blders, netrg eſemative Body, for whom ſhould 

they repreſent? And ifallthe people of a corporation ſhould 
"meet as the Common-Councell, ſo that nothing may be. 

eſteemed asa City AR, without their concurrence Surely 

the ——__ were Democraticall - Thepreat miſtake in 

CONS is 3 Thatthe Pfesbytery is compared tothe Court 

| = men, and the Brethren to the Common: Councell. 
1 omen are not z forthe Common-Councell are Gover- 
þ neurs of the Corporation. It cannot be ſaid,in the Company 

_ of Aldermenit is Authority, butinthe Common-Councell 

2 priviledge ;, for it 1s Authority alſo in the Common-- 

Councell; and if it be ſo inthe Brethren (as it muſt, ifthey 

be to gn __ The not burthe 

1 7 Et way OI t Browniſts, one of the 

extremes forementioned, is one and the ſame." And let the 

| mm _ conſider, rm _ pre ER INewo 
Church or three, or more per put ye and be- 

| cod aria truſt them roma nt i mer fora to 
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tween themſelves and "ny Trs tre welry that wichoſm 
the concurtenceof the Aldermen and Common- Councell, 

inthe major part, nothing is eſteemed as a City. AQ -: "But 
without the concurrence of the body of the people it is. . So 
without the concurrence of the Paſters and Elders, nothing 
is to beeſteemed asa Church a& , bur (if the parallel be 
right) without the Brethren: it is. That the Brethren have 
- any power of concurrence with the Elders in the Ads, is 

begged, not proved, And their owne words confute it: 

[The multitude (s they) ought (by « command from Chriſt ) 

10 be ſabjet# aud obedient m_ power of the Elders, as 19 an 

Ordin1pce,8c.u Riders ſet over them: ) But it they ought to. 
be ſubjeR and obedient to the a&s of their Elders or Ru! ers, 
they have no. more concurrence to. their as by way. of 
power, than the common people have to.the acts of the Al. 
dermen and Common-Councell, which is a meere Pfuive 
concurrence and conſent. 

The next {imilitude of a Fires, is nothing parallel! tothe 
caſc in hand. [ 4 Firgin (lay they) bath « power «/timately 
to PIE on, ao an unſatified diflike,. and the match is not va- 

conſent. ] But common people in a Cor- 

wn have no. Wd power altimately to diſſent. (then 

againe f nment were. Dewocraticall.) And it they 

give this power tothe Brethren «/eimetely to.diſſent ;. they 
Sotho more than an i»tereft, even a Geri of Authority, 

to annull all aQts and ccnſures made by the Elders; which, I 
ke it, is no leſſe. than Eee: z- for they can ſay no 


more. . | 
O47 and ples, hex ſol [Gus nr: pams nel rife 


A ooo 7 page yang and ſentences ores, 


6s that ave ſes over them, Nas 
oy os ſanflie 


"fre 


theſis weve Ile and duthority, in 
-] Bur Tpray, is not that 
| atinall conſent (and ſo their 
ey is hee to FE-eree and ſentences, -weerely po- 
pular,and in ſhew.only Ariffocraticall ? The caſe is juſt the 
| Brewniſts > Their Church cemes to be tempered of Arifto- 

cracy in their ſcleR Officers, choſen and ordained by them- 

"A | (clyes {as yours are) and Demweracy inthe body of the pec- 
F p!e. But they granting the peoples «duel conſemt (and dil- 
2} ſent) neceſſary to all Att and ſentences, ſwallow up the 
votes of the Elders, and fo their Goverment is wholly or 


chief! lar. Give fuch a power to the le (as you 
Fennel pok _ asf aids! the 


I will uſe your owne words: [47 

New Teſtament qe. the Sony the Hides, po ror 
gn apr & to be looks but as Mt etaphors, and ts 
hold no proportion with any ſabfamti iall reality of of Rule and Go- 

vVerument. 

The Brethren, ro make their way more plauſible, ſhew a 

S reaſon of the difference between: Time: of the Old and 
ba New Teftament, ['Thes the Churchwas in her Nonage ;"and 
E therefore the ſole power of al Church-matters, was tn hep Ts- 
1075 4nd Governoars : irs: Pee the Church is out of her Nonage, 
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were not their Guides gifted for that purpolc,ſurable to thefe © = 
Fiwes? And Ithinke the Brownifts may grant them thus 
much .: Their Officers are but the Churches ſervants, and 
yet they ſay nothing may (inan ordinaty way of -Chucch- 
Government) be done wichaut them, nor validly done, un- 
lefſe done by them. But 1 marvell they ſhould call the 
power of the Elders a binding power, when as they ſaid be- 
tore; [The Elders had no power to cenſure without the concar- 
rence of the people,as noy the people withoat the Elders:] which 
is juſt the ſame which 8rown:ſts ſay. | 

Nor can this 64{excing of the power prevent Anarchie 
(what ever it may doe,7T9renny) for-certainly if the peoples 
conſexs and concurrence be neceſſary to every: Church-aQ, 
its ancaſiething for them to bring in 4»1rchy,being alwaics 
the greater number, and ſo to{wallow up the votes of the 
Elders, 38 Brownifts doe, 

That Miniſteriall Dodrine8 4uthority ſhould be ſevered 
from the-power of excammunic ation, in ſome parties, we 
never doubted , becauſe excommunicatiow is an at of juriſ< 
d1cion,whichis common to mapy ; but DotZrinal 4athority 
is an affluxe of Order, Bur to low Rule. and. Authority 
from the power of concurrence to cxcommunication and 
cenlures,(as they doe in the people)is a meer nullity of Rule 

That the of, excommunic ation ſhould be inſeparably 
linked toa ation ;.. they: would fainc «aſtr ate by a 
op /nny999%- y As. the .cuſtome :is.in out. Land, 

Ti 


{ promygy | of 4 man 10 death, i not by Lawyers, nor 
Taqges clove, tas 2y bib Peeres, panty 1 m% 
the ladees: t Preſbys oy. 2 who ate! 


this is not ſo ina Corporation: 
A 3 Sha” | 
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© Allthe Ciy ire notthe:Deling 


a ſtrange confution. "Sorhar, be exc n the muleitade 


| " # 
4 , 0 JI = : *r 
> LL concur wei & Je 
v v4.5 7; 


uengs Peeres, but a/ele&? ds- 
zex'of men. 'Now on man be accuſed as an offender 
ina Corporation ; ſhall the whole C?ty be his Peeres or 1ury, to 


_trybim? 72 hayerhey any ſuch Imeref or priviledge * is their 


conſent or difſent ? Sothe parallel re uired. If a 
brother deſerve cenſure, he ſhall not be judge the P«- 
\ feorsalone, or withthe Elders,choſen by thi people (as his 
tay) forthe Government of the ation-z but all the 
people areto be his Peeres or Iwry : This were ſtrange to ſee 
ina City, and would breed nothing but Anarchy and-confu- 


- Hon;” Svinthe Church: 


.That Chriſt hath not betruſted a general 4/embly of 
Elders, with that power he hath bins the Congregation, is 
begged, not proved. ' The reaſonis invalid : ['Bec.wſe (ſay 


they) are abftratied from the people.) ' But thats not true ; 
for / opt arethere repreſematively in their Elders who 


CE Ta caſe of the offender, with all the 
ICES, as xr. So if all the wn were there pre- 


ſene. 


IT ADS 


no concurrence to thelegall ſen- 


Feand ay only ; ſo the Brethren are to 
excommen!- 
peo ya gens ww Teteits)-2ogeks 


Elders only : and fo the parallel! is full - , L 
- an wy begs: ance of the P +0195 rn _— 
ficall,8&c. rcefortate cenfure to pertaine'to - 
| ticular we. | becauſe of the circma ies fewer 
- knownetot y reaſon, Towne where a 
malefaRor lives, ſhould have the Seſsiovs kepr amongſt 
| - *thembecauſethere theperſon and faQ is better knowne,and 

not one man to be abſent from the cenſure:Nay,a man being 

to be excommunicated out of a particular Church, is excom- 
 wwiicaied out of all Churches, therefore all the Chur- 

ches muſt be preſent at the cenſure. 
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Clavium : 


OR, 
A Vindication of the Keyes of the King- 


: dome of Heaven, 


CHAP. I, Sf OE 
What the Keyes be and what their power. 


pF nk 
meant Kingdome of G 
which is above, be = 
tax » hich is the —_— ou 
I grant. But I 
-fire-(in the begi of this diſ- 
'CF- courſe) to be informed what you 
meane by the Church + Whether 1. The inviſible aud my- 
al Church of true Belcevers oppoſed to Reprobates of 
2+ The Catbolicke wifible _-, , Oppolcd to Heathens oh 
3. 
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For yo poſition, there gives us this Reſolution , 
[That the Church which Chrift in the Gaſpell hath inflituted, 
and to which be hath committed the Keyes &c. ucoetus fide- 
lium, 4 combination of godly men, commonly called a particular 
viſible Church.) But of all the reſt, this is the moſt impro- 
bable ſenſe of our Sayioms words, Kat.16.1g. For 1.By the 
TKinrdome of Heaven(on Emth)y he meanes that Church, of 
which he had ſpoken before, in v. 18. Bur that was,cither the 
Catholicke wifible Church, or rather, the inviſible myſtical 
Church;for that only is built upon the recke,and againſt that 
the gates of hell ſhall never ptevailes : whereas, particular 
Churches may faile, 2. The kingdome of Glory, the one part of 
the meaning ofthe Xingdome of Heaven, is not contradiſtin- 

iſhed to a particular Congregation, but to the generall viſ- 
GhwebronBath;oppelicd to the Forld by your ſelfe, The 
Keyes. p.2. ['0n Barth zhat i fay you) inthe Charch on Earth, 


: for be gave bim no power 19 bindin the World. ];. That Church 
A wasthore meant ({ay-yor,the-way p.1,) whereof Perer was 
E __ one; But- Pecey was nota member of ſuch a particular cow- 


moon z forthiere was none ſuch cxtant,when Chriſt ſpake 
theſe words to Perey, 4. Youſay apaine, it was that Cherch 
Pinch Fever or any offended- brother might cell che 
cenſured': But that was neverdone ima 


* pea 


anda oo | ret 5 No viils 

(ſay youja Chireb;who ll met iti one place rthe admin: 
feaiatiabeltede dimice of Chriſt :\But the O/awavees 
Chriſt are not to be found, much lefſe adtminiftred"in* _ 
Church of Belcevers, without Officers, 6. When you fayy 
Chrift committed the Keyes to the Church, that is, a particular "= 
Congregation'; you muſbmeane it either Subjettiv?, of Ob- | Y 
jeive : If you meane it inthe latter ſenſe; Thar the Kejes < 
are committed tothe Church, as the objec? of the exercife of 
the Xeyes,that is, for the #ſc and goodot the Church, you lay 
true, but nothing ro the purpoſe, In this ſenſe, the Keyes 1 we 
given, firſt and.more immediately to the IG; wmyfticel 
Eburch( 4tareyours, whether Pasl,8cc.)then tot cenetaf 
vifible Church, for their ſakes:and then to the particular C99 _ - _ 
gregation,as 2 part ormember of that mw viſible Churth! - il 
if you meane it in the former ſenſe, (as you doe and * +} 
muſt, or elſe you equivecate with us from the 
and throughout your whole Booke) you fall into that ex- 
trems of the Brewniſts, which you ſo laboutto avoid : Forto 
take the Charch, in CHar.16. fora particular Congregation 
of Bcleevers without @fficers, is a new,and ſtrange,and falſe 
glofle, maintained by none but Brownifts,and ſu like 8 
ratiſts, To conclude, The Church of which our Saviour 
ſpeaks, is called here, the Kinedome of Heaven (on Eanth:) 
But a particular Congreg«tion of Bcleevers is never called 
the Kingdewe of Heaven ; being but amember or corpora- 
tion of that Kingdeme, It were as improper fo —1 on 


gregation Chit as tO call Lowden, — 
dome of Buglend;yet Fane: ip -ctethnes. Th 
thought good to note, to to dere way, for gp Fu 
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| fthat which fo!lowes: And now goe on. 
- 2- Thenextthing to be explicated is,-what the Keyes of 
' the Kingdeome bez wherein you reſolve us thus : [7be Keyes 
' arethe Ordinances of Chriſt, which hobath inſtituted ts be ad. 
winifired in bis Church ; «s the preaching of the Word, «s alſ 

| ein frong of Seales and cenſures.] I take what you 
grant, only I ſhall animadyert ſome things. Inthis Pars- 
aph, as you doe clearely lay downe the fate of the que- 
tion ; ſo mc the ſcope of your whole 
Booke,which is to give the people a ſhare in the power of the 
Keyes that is,inthe government of the Church: which ap- 
ares upon theſe conſiderations ; 2.You ſay, the Keyes are 
" the Ordinances,which Chriſt hath inſtituted : But the Oc- 
dinances of Chriſt are given indeed for the. Charch of Be- 

| leevers, that is, for their good and-benefir, objedFive : But are 
S = never in all the Scripture, nor inall Antiquity, ſaid ro be gi- 
"= ventothat Church, ſabje&ive. Ir ſounds ill at firſt hearing, 
= toſay that the people have any power to cxerciſc Ordinances, 
= of preaching, or adminiſtring of Sealcs.-or Cenſures. The 
E- _ power of preaching or adminiſtring Sacraments by the peo- 
=> ple,as nonc but Sepratifts doe wſurpe:ſo your ſelfe complaine 
of it-page 6, And why you ſhould allow them power 1n cen- 
fares, theic is very little-reaſon, 2. You ſay, the X eyes are 
Grdmances, which Chriſt bath inſtituted to be adminiſtred 
in his Church :;:What Church ? the Church of Belcevers, a 
©" panicular Congregation z. for ſoyou meane,as was ſhewed 
afore : Markeit, to be adminiſtred in that Church(ſc/l.by 

- -Oficers. inſtituted for.that purpoſe). not by that Church 
vithout Officers, F You adde that which to me clearly ex- 
cludes the penple of your Church : - [Theſe Keyes aremeither 
ſwans ſcepier &c.for they conveigh not ſoveraign power but 
 Siemaraize miniſterial. hence thus Iargue: The people or 
Ig. 4- Congregation 
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Congregation of Beleevers have noffew4raly,or miniſteriall 
power over themſelves; ergo, they have nothing to doe with 
the power of the Keyes: They are not as Hitkiah was, wholc 
Office was over the houſe, 1/4.22.15,22. nor Stewardsinthe 
houſe,as-he was,Gen,43.19. noras thole are,who are ſpoken 
of, 1 Cor.4.1,2. Stewards of the myſteries of God; But you 
adde aclauſe to draw in the people, ſaying, [74x Fry (to 
open and ſhut the gates of Heaven) hath partly in their fpirt- 
inal! calling (whether it be thely Office,or their place and order 
in the Charch,c4c.] I ſuppoſe the word calizze, ſheuld be' 
taken hereof a ecial/ For ©. or office, as we uſe to call it:- 
which againe, would exclude the people from any power in 
the Keyes,as having nooffice inthe Church : But you adde, 
by way of explication of your owne ſenſe : [Whether it be © 
their Office, or their place and order inthe Church] on ſe- - 
to ſteale in the i#tereſt of the people, in fome ſhare of the 
Keyes:But if place & order in the Church,give the people ont - 
of office, any power in the Keyes.that is,the Ordinances, ((o- 
youſay apain)then may women8: children claim an incercſt in 
thoſe Xeyes;for they have aplece and Order inthe Church as 
well as men;which yet you would ſeeme to deny:But let me 
profeſſe at firſt; what I ſhall make good from you ſelfe here= 
after,l ſce not, but wome# and childres may challenge a great 
part of that power of the Keyes, wb you give tothe Brethren, 
3. Concerning the third : What are the 4s of the: 
Keyes, and thefourth, what is the ſ#bje&#, to be bound and 
Jooſed, ſhall not contend with you. The fifth,Ts whom the 
power of the Keyes us given, requires a more {crious confidera- 
tion, as being the very foundation of all your new Fabricke, 
-,which ſtands or fals with it. The Texris exprefle: [ Tozhee: 
(Simon Peter) wil I give the Kryes.cc:) in acleatecontra- 
diſtinRion to the Chareb _ mentioned : uponthis w_— 
3 | 0 
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(of thy confeſlion)will T build | Church : which youtake 
for ts; congregation, (though by a 
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for a | at miſtake, as 
was above.) But let it be granted forthe preſent to 
beſo; thenthe words in all clearo-conſtruation run thus : 
Iwill build my Church, the particular congregation, upon 
that rocke ; and Lwill give the Keyerof that Church(called 
the Kingdowe of Heaven, and ſo by you interpreted) rothee 

- Peter, and to ſuch Officers as thou art: Otherwiſe he would 
have ſaid : On this rocke will 1 build my Church, and 1 
will give unto it the Xeyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
that is,of the Church ic felfe 5 which is ſcarſe areaſonab!c 
incerpretation of the words, To make way therefore for 
your great defigne, you undertake toreſolye that buſic que- 
tion (as you call it,) [How Peter & 10 be conſidered in recet- 
ving this power of the Keyes; whether as an Apoſtle.or as an El. 
der, or «s a Beleever gc. ] Before I'cometo confider your 

_ anſwer, I would make bold to put one #»eredent more into 
_ the queſtion $ whether Peter was not conſidered as a De«- 
con, 2s well as an Elder, or Beleewver ; For ſccing a Deacow is 
} - The Keyes,, One of the Officers of the New Teſtament; (ſome ſay 1nd 
3 "Lb was Chriſts Deacon) and your ſelfe ſay,all the officers of 
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The w3y,P-33- the Church were virtually in the Apoſtles ; They were 
3 ' Paſiors,Teachers, Ruling-Elders, Deacons &c. It raay not un- 
j3 fitly be queſtioned, whether Perer did not then repreſent a 
1 Deacon, as'well as an Zlaer or Beleever. And then againe, 
BB _ the Ce Een to Peter - a Deacon; and 
_ -: why a Deacon only is denyed any power in the Kejes,when 
beleevers are admitted to have iboe tericleched Deacon 
hath powerto colleQand diſtribute the goods and treaſury 

- of the Chareh; Tleayetheſe to your codficenion;cr theirs 
- whoſhallteply, and cometo your anſwer, To ſhew your 
deltre of peace, and your impartiality in inclining to any 
2 patty, 
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nfider (you ſay) Peter in-athreefold notion 
when he received the Keyes {| #s av Apoſtle, Elder, Belcever, 
ſe the ſerſe of the words(yow ſay) will be moſt full jf all the con- 
ſiderations be taken joymiy together. } The ſenſe indeed is 3 
moſt full ro your purpole, but(Lthinke).leaſt of all true,* * The power = 
And youdoe beg the queſtion, to: ſay eter reccived the given o he 

| powerof the Keyes, as albthele, and in particular, as a Bes Chur.h,co Pe- * 
cever : For of all the ſenſes, the laſt was leaſt thought on in > 75 35 95. 8 
any age of the Church, till this laſt, when the Browayfts and in Blde, bue 3 
ſuch hike ſtumbled upon it. When Saint 4nſt:# ſaid, { Petey ©5 * profeft 2 
received the Keyes inthe name of the Church: ]Whetherhe "ds ofs. of 
did miſtake the ſenſe of the place or no, you doe utterly 'Belecvers, &c. 

\ miſtake him, todraw him to your meaning : For 1. he did "+ WIY Je 2 
not meane your-Church, a particular congregation, but ei» a.gion. © . Þ 
ther the general! ſible Church;: or the ?#wiþpble myſticall | 
Church. 2: Northat neither, ſabje&ive, but objefive, that 
the Keyes were giver) tO Pefer as an Officer, for the uſe and 
benefit of the Church. I 
But you proceed to lay: {7t appeares Chrift gavethe power _ 
of the Keyes to the Body of the Church, evento the fraternity, 4 
withthe Presbytery, Mat. 18.17,18. When they are met in his 
Name, and agree together inthe cenſure of an offendor.] But 
by this place (and your formernotion of Peter as a Belce- 
ver) you may as well inferre, that the Keyes are givento the 
Sororictie,q.d.as tothe Fraternity ,as Brleevers, and as wy 528 

| ofthe Body of the Church, which I chinke is flat 4vabep-- 
ay ſe than Browniſme: You know there are ſome,who 
eny that, Af4e.18. 17,18. holds forth any cenſure of excom- 
wanicetion at all: Others that grantit, yet by Church there, 
underſtand the Officers of the Church, ſuch as the 4poſtes 
wete, towhom Chuiſt ſpake: [#4 yebinde, what ye looſe, Z 
ET ER - 
| 2 / > 
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if it be fetched home, your building fall on your 
{.But you ſay, [47 agree in this, That mags ng 
#0 be excommunicated, but with ſome concontſe of the congre- 


gation; a1 leaſt, by " I .of conſent to the ſentence. 2.0f «Fnal 
exeention of it by wit 


drawing themſebues from bim ;, and this 
we conceive ©s on part of the exerciſe of the power of the 
Keyes. JButtruly,this is but the gingling of the Keyes at moſt, 
no part of the powey of the Tees + For r. it belongs to 
Stewards in a Family, only to exerciſe the power of the 
XKeyes,to take in,and caſt out what ſervants they pleaſe: The 
reſt of the ſervants heare the Xeyes gingle, when they turne 
the Keyes, but have no part inthe exerciſe of them z no,not ſo 


much as by conſent, a&ive conſent, I meane, ſo that if they 


conſent nor,nothing is done z but by a peFve conſent only, 


. as approving what the Srewerd hath done : If you grant the 


Fraternity any more, you make them joynt Stewards of the 
Family.t Af ag Fon ſhall heare _—_ op 
times you {ceme to give them no more{'T, {ſcernin 

and approving the juſtneſſe of the cenſures bee pore 
by the Blders, they give conſent in obedience to the will and rule 


_ of Chrif] which is no part of the exerciſe of the power of 
. the Keyes, For ſuppoſe the cenſare be juſtly adminiſtred, 


and the people dony their conſent, ſhall not a Delinquent be 
cenſured unlefle they will conſent '2 If not, they have full 
poycr inthe Xeyes,ariling to authority, which is the errour of 
the one extreme;If ſo only as peſively to conſent, its evident, 
er of #he Keyes. 2. For their with- 
1cfſe-any power in.the Keyes, The 
zrd of a Family haviog diſcharged a naughty ſervant, 
and turned and locked him out of doores, all the reſt of the 
ſervants are towithab aw from him;but this is not by way of 
acrve power, but pyfve obedicnce, Is the witharawing o 
people 
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the Keyes of Tudicature 2 If it be faid, except the people 
confent and' withdraw-«ommunion- from a cenſured perſon, 


the cenſure is inyaine. I anſwer : It the people ſhould he fo 
rebellious to civill Authority, as not to'withdraw from an 
exlawed man, nothing were done, the ſentence was fo farre 
in yaine,  Ifno man could be gotten to execute a nt 
condemned, the ſentence were fruſtrated in reſpeR of the 
execution. But doth this inferre, that the people have an in- 
tereſt inthe Keyes of ſecular power * The queſtion is not 
de fafo, what the people ſtubbornly may doe; but whether 
they ought not to conſent and withdraw 3; and whether if 
they doe not, they can challenge apy intereſt in the power of 
the Keyes, Againe, if the Keyes were given to Peter 234 

Beleever, I ſee no reaſon but women and childrenmay came 

in and challenge a power inthe Keyes. Ir ſuffices not toſay” 
(as the Epiſtolers ſay, peg. 3.) [omen and children are ex- 

cepted by a Starnte- Law of Chriſt againſs their enjoyment of 
any part of this publick power.) For though they be forbid- 
dento ſpeake in the Congregation, or might by /=vporence 
(as ſome ſay) be excepted in ſome particulars , yerthere 
ſcemes no reaſon why they ſhould be exempted from that 
power here given to the Fraternity, which concernes them 
as well as men, and they are as well able to exerciſc it as 
men z vis. to givea (p:fave) conſent,or to withdraw from 
the party excommunicated z which they may and muſt doe 
23 well as men - For as wowen may be offended, fo they - - 
ſhould in reaſon have ſatisfaQion, by conlenting to the ſen- 


tence: And 2s wewes may offend, in keeping company with a 
brother or fiſter excommunicated,ſo they ought 
from them. &then if this be any exer x, ofthe 
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Brownlfts, even downright 
y more power 


than this hereafter; there we ſhall conſider it;- Hitherto you 


Gu o Wn. 


have given them nothing, but what is commontothem with 
WwoOrme | 0 TY - : , | | 
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Of the diſtribution of the Keyes. 


Ovufirſtlay downe the ordinary Diftribution 
of the Keyes, and therexcept agaioſt ir, as 
defeRive in fuure chings. 

' x. [That any key of the kingdome of hea- 
ven ſhould be left wirhowt powey ,, {or the key 
of knowledge # conradiſtingui(led from 4 


key of F, 
" othis] anſwer” : It may be this 4;ſfribation is not every 
way exaQ and perfec; yet Ithinke yours is rather worle : 
Ard your exception fals upon your owne diſtribution, a lic- 
tle more remotely. _ For your key'of F4ith, or knowledge 
make them both one) is diſtinguiſhed from the key 


viedgeis left wichout power alſo. © 2..Your 
foucallit) js icfelfe lofe withoat all power, 


wer, being only an ebedientiaÞ power, to 
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wrch it, 
tothis ren wo / "This is fo fatre from being mapa fart 
Og atitis no 4cy atall;no RN all, as ; 
partly'beet\ ſhewed ahcady. Imens | judger | 

that ever writ of the power of the Church,. carries in rhe! Ho. 
tion of it, a prwer and awthorrty,; prope w called, 


gover nmins.till now'ot late's ' yea; eyenthe Browni Fs t& of 
telves wake ia beg. of Authority and Rutc'io the Ppeop 
Onely you; to make us belecve youdiffer from then, 
it a power>(impropetly called Aathority, pag. 36.) ot a Ver. 
17, or a priviledge y which way never betqre called a key till, 
now” : Forthere re many Lberties or priviledges blo og 
tofervantsin afamily, or people'i in'a.Scate *; ning D 
cals a key of power;or a power in the Keyes. And thetruth 
is, you are not conſtant to your ſelfe *, For ſometimes y ou - 
call it only Ziberty, &c, ſn&faes Meivethe: Thatch, 
Brethren without their Officers" 4s full (eNiga the O fficers 
themſelves have ; 3 and aStull r#leand Aber ty as the Brow- 
niſtsgive them, as we ſhall manifeſt in theſtque 

But'you adde ; [\Proteſtant Churches having avert the 
liberty of preaching ys Goſpel, and diruiftty of the *Ieramints, 
have boked' 'no- farther, ſume-of thrm, nor d ſcerned - 
aefett of Church pawer or liberty due unto thens 141 point of d, 


cipline.] \Pothis Hay > Thee Cn + ene 
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ever which belongs + Fa Gs wreſed to themſalves an 
- undue power,, which belongs not 10hens, the key of Authority.) 
Truex is, forme have done fo, for being allowed (by ſome, 
aps your ſelfe). the key of power, or liberty in diſci line, 
ou call it, they bave wreſted, not only the key of Enow- 
is in ad Sper: a 2dminiſtring Sacraments, di - 41 
not to them z bur alſo the key of authority, as you 
z; And ſowill your people roo cre long, I feare, when 
at once pollefſed a while of the key of power, wreſt the 
key of antbwity inall z both in preaching, and adminiſtring 
Sacrarents,and pronouncing cewſurce,and well they may by 
Your owne grants,as we ſhall heare anon. 
ﬀ Athird defe& you oblerve z [ 1» dividing the Key of 
order, from the Key of juriſdition, of purpoſe ts make way 
: far the power of Chanceſlors, &c.] But 1. That might be the 
. errour of the drffributors, 'notof the diſtribution, For the 
&iftrioution, gives both the &eyes to the ſame men, For the 
me menthat had the key of knowledge, had alſo the key of 
order and juriſdifien, in the intention of the firſt founders 
of that dfribution which after ages divided in praRiſe. 
And yet, their Chancelre, and Comm({ſaries,8&c. ſome of 
them ar leaſt were Deacexs, who were reputed of the _ 
- #9 (as they ſpeake), Nd a might preach if t Y, would. z 
10, had bath. borven in one. perienn though limited ms 
wb iculay. 46 a them, SED our. late Dee&#ps-wera (as 
of our faid they were). virtually \Preſdy- 
84 108.2 RC: they 
_ =e r:0f Order, 
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words : [The Order of Deacons, whereof #nr Lord ſpake yo- The Keyes, J 


thing touc | 
flee of a Deacon, fals not under the key of Order, yet, for 
ought I perceive, you make little zccount of him in your 
diſtribution. 3. You ſay [Thoſe Chancellors, &c, were in- 
veſted with jariſdittion, and more than miniſteriall autherny, 
even above thoſe Elders, who labour in Word and Dottrime..) 
But doe not you inveſt the people with as much powerand 
juriſdiction more than minifteriad, even above thoſe Z/ders, 
who labour in the word and doarine, both to open and ſhut 
the doores of the Church againſt them, page 9. beſides 
what you ſay elſewhere. 4. I would gladly be reſolved, 
whether you doe not divide the key of Order, into a Fey of 
power or liberty, and a key of awtherny, on purpoſe to make 
way for the powey of the peple, as they of old did, for the 
power of the Chancellors 8c." Laftly, I pray youſcriouſty 
to conſider, whether vy this [ ſacrilegions breach of Order, 
inveſting the people with a key of power, even above thoſe El- 
ders that labour in the Ford and Doctrine, 10 open and ſhut the 
daores againſt them, page 9. (which i the breaking «s it were 
of the. files and rankes in an Army ; they are your owne words) 
$4149 i1 n0t like againe 19 rout an gr? tae art of the li- 
berty and power of Church officers, and i perl of the Chur- 
ches,andof all the Ordinances of Chrif in them. | 


4. A ftourth defed is, [That Order i# appropriated tothe 
Officers of the pruer only : We put 4 pil owes Office 
and Order.) We ſhall ipeake more fully tothis hereafter. 
All we {ay for the preſent is but this : That Office and Order 
inthe ſtri& and ZeclefSeftice# ſenſe of the word (Order) have 
hitherto been taken for'the ſame. ' your 


* 


Ne: taken for'the ſame. And your ſelfe grant, 
pare 7. [They moy be admitted «s aquivelen] in a right 
a C 3 Let": 


jariſdidtion] T hope you will notfay, the of f*# © 


ho, 4 IF a A Lie - 
LR EYE 3. 41+ LL. 
£ at —C IR , 
PR TERS SsT 3X 4 


© ..- Letus nowonder. your. owne. Diſtribution : [There i 
(fy you) « key of Faith, anda key of Order, ] and you havca 
| Text of Scriprure for i it, Col.2.5,6. 

But by F4/th and Order there,the Apoſtle meanes not the 
keyes of the kingdome of Heaven, as they are underſtood 
he this controvenſie- z bur (as I rake it) their Faith manitfc- 
ſted in their orderly walking, as becomes Chriſtians 
 kſfiog-the Goſpell;: So: har by Oraer there isireant wr 

 woralt orderly walking, \as 44 ether duties according to 
| the &wle : fo intheir (ubmiſſionto the order of government, 
or exerciſe of the keyes, in the hands of their Ofhicers. 1 be- 
leeve no 1terprezer (but your ſelfe, and ſome 2s of late) 
_ *evertooke thoſe words.in an Ecclefraſticall ſenſe, for the keyes 
delivered unto Peter. But we goc on. 
[The ky, of Faith (ſay you) & the ſ:me with the ke y of 
4 knowledee, Luke't- 52, which the Lawyers had taken aw » | 
- But 44 by your. fayour,. the key of Faith and knowledee = 
not both ggczt nora BR w of jaſt;fying Farh: 
may have-muehb knowledge and no Paith : Ir eenleter ih ave 
in inaevl be ſaid co be the hey of Faith, as Wu; or 
of Faith \z,.but 10 Faith and know age are not 
betiyaf knowledgeis onething, and kwow- 
 leggeis.anather+> This &cy. of Frewledgr: is the great 0r4- 
wnce of preaching (yeuiſ#16) \the ke3es of the kidome of 
Heaven were the Otdiwnancer of Chriſt,.as the preaching of 
fo hora emponts 2/95 far, wig J8&c.Burthis 
ddr emyon pe ſay) common to 
wallele patethi, you HE Pol EI that 
we OL EL this ej. preach che Gol- 
C4 PAged o lrean ile of fon knewle, pic 
e 
GC, and lars comes by apy $7.97 Wee F630) 
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This was the key of knowledge which the Lawycts had.takea 

away, either by not interpreting, or mil:ntcrpreting- the. 

_ Scripture + They could not take. away the peoples &wrow- 
ledee, much lefſe their Faith. They might take away. the 
key, both of knowledge and Faith, that is, pre:cbing, asthe: 
Papiſts doe, by. locking upihe Word in a {trange language; 
and ours lately. did, by crying and-putting downe preachyng. 

© 2, Wheteas.you ſay: [ They that bad 1he key of tnewledge,. 

had pewer to enter imo the kingdome of Keauen, and it may be, 

10 open. the doare to others to emter alſd. | lanſwer : The key 5 

givento Peter, Matth.16. were not to open the Kingdome 

of Heaven to himſclfe (for that key, if a key it was, he had 

before)but to open it to others, by opening and applying the 

Word {as you ſaid above) our Saviour ſpeaks of binding. . 

and loofing, others: Whoſe ſins ye bind on carth,&c.and of 0- 

pening for, and ſhutring out others, not himſclfc. Xeyes ares 

peed to Stewards, not properly to let in, or ffhut out them- 
elves ; but by way of office, tolet in, or locke out others, _ | 

Beſides, the key of knowledge and Faith which you deſcribe A Priviledge 


; to fin . 
here, is commonto all Be/eevers, even women ; but I be- ,., pra: 


I 
= 
-- 


fellowſhi 


ro others, that is the key of preeching. Then againe, why \FOowhip « 
doc you diſlike the former diftribution ; when you alſo _— CR 


by this key entreth into a ſtate of grace, and into the ſellow- knonledge 
ſhip of the Church,8&c. You may remember, that by the \.;. ou 


underſtand a p ticular Congregation, But a manmay _ preaching, | 
this. 


4 


leeve you will not give them a key to open and ſhut heaven enter into the, be 


1 
7 
Se... 
ka 
a7 p 
6 


which is © 


Y 


make one key to be the key of knowledge, and fo leave one of Pillive,und in» 
the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven without power, contra- mo —_— by 
diſtinguiſhing the key of Faith or knowledge (for with you admitted into . 
they are both one) trom the key of power, which fals under Þ* Church.So - 


your key of @rder £ Laſtly, whereas you ſay a faithfull ſoule p.z.The key of | 2 


XK ingdome of Heaves, which is the Church on Earth, you char is, Ichink, 3 
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this key of Faith ot knowledge, and-never enter into your 
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articalar Church, and ſo this key is given to a man out of 
the Charch ; and yet you ſay, the eyes are given to the 
Chen, Leave youtoconfider it. Theſe things hang not 
well together. 

Inthe next place you come to the key of Order ; of which 


' you thus write : [The key of Orders the power whereby every 
7 kr of the Church walketh orderly hbimſelfe, according to 


his place in the Charch, and belpeth his brethren to watke order- 
ly alſo.” But this is a ſtrange expreſſion of the key of 079er, 
never heard of before, too generally and zquivocally ſpo- 
ken : For Order may betaken cither woraly,or Ecclefraſt!- 
cally , Paſhvely, or AQtively. Morally, fo it is taken paſ- 
ſively, for a conformity in carriage, to the yules of the word, 
in Dorive, as well as diſcipline: But Ecclefpaftically, itis an 
Aﬀive power, ating upon others. The very name of a key, 
imports a power, intruſted* for others good, and nor their 
owne oP ny one is to keep Order, but every one 
hath not the key of Order. -Order and Office in this Eccleſsrſtt- 
cell{en{e are both one. None hath the key of Ordey,but one 
in Office, But your key of Order is common to every mem- 


| berof the Church:And that it is no more than wore#or peſ- 


foe order, your ſelfe doe ſceme to grant, when you ſay , 


. F rhebrethren fland in an Order, even in ax orderly ſubjetFion, 
according tothe order of the Goppell. ] Hvety ſervant in a Fa- 


.mily, and every man, woman and childe in a corpora- 


tion ſtandin ſuch ari order, . and muſt 'walke orderly them- 


_ {clves, and helpothers to walke order {y alſo ; but will any 
© .  manſay, theretoretheſe have intereſt inthe keyes of the Fa- 


mily or Corporation * If every member of a Congrega- 
c10n hayethis tey of Order,” how and why are women and 
children excepted ? or are they no werbers of the Church? 


Or 
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difardert Te The ioſtance of Saint Pagls 
Jac al ge the #&ders of the Iewilb 
| the morall ſunle of the wand 3, Forcer 

taily, the Franaigy of the. lewes/þad no pow of the 
Keyes., The meaning was,/ that Saint, Pax by his _ 
mty tofome CE nn ies, ſhould man TN 
did not abſolutely oppoſe the Rites of the Iew! Eck 
not that he had any pewer of the Keyes, of che government 
of.that Chutch, Surely the Tewes were bound all of them 
to mi/thdraw from. every brother that walked d:ſorderly \, yet 
did not belceve that that was any part of the exerc:ſe of the 
key of Order... No more: was it in thole of Theſfſalenica , . 
when they. did-warnethe unruly,or withdraw from him that 
walked diſorderly-: And this Xey of 0rder,if a Key it were, 
was common not only to Elders and Bretbrew, as you (ay bus 
even to womenand children,as I ſaid aforc. 

Me rd lay) oy Wn Ke ex enc of power or in- 


Authority or Rule; The fff theſes caled 
gr 


&c. ] 
amine nh particulars, I ſhall note ſome few 
things : .z, How 
led power, mollificd 


ot LR ty Here it is firſt cal- - 
Toy ime,nd hen lor, after by 
privileage , all which are rather pefive than a&#:ye ;, but 
afterwards it is called ifveis, power, whichthough it ſome- 
times ſignifies # privilege, honour, or digaity, lobn £ep3- I2. 
. opp ns (ngiren and porind. WW 
then s ten «hve, and f gnifics af : 
ns D363 coli Kgalg Rags 
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atleaſt x as'[" joyn inCrfiresndin durmintno 5 
ed, [4 power. in ordering 

amo! meth. cmad ang" hears 
 Anctherthing I notes, tharthis power, 

de of thi or Hers &c.was never called a ey, 
| 70 & ſmiths made this mew piek-locke of the 

-Offficers. For what is all that is given them, 

5 a Phmil + due} to the —_— of the 

rporation (I fay-it againe) 

the Cir) and" 5d Clone by. ome priviledges ial ince 
refts, 'who yet have no ſtroke #n ordering Efihe Keyes either 
of Pain” or City, 3- Idefire to know,” under which of 


_ the parts of this diſt ibution: doth the-Dearow fall. There 


be 2. Keyes of O#der;; of pawer or intereſt ;'of Authority or 


| ys Now a' Deacon, qua F e4"Dolevs, fals under neither of 


: Not the firſt; Ws nav Sp onry- only as a Be- 
| e is ord as 
Beau ate fats 'tmderrhe Fe 


as an wet 4 7 then you dividethe'X#y bo 49x Anand 


the Res 4 Jeriſeiin 108, (which on blamed inthe other di- 


- ſtribucio yell he De off pies of he 


dee ur of 
you hive 


J Phi Rr ek) is 
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the word: Li . Frhjbeovs Wer den wh, ro 
Tone whth the of the Preſbytery inc rE chew 
ex, 8c.) | Bur I ſhall hs rk the Apoſtle him 5, o be 

Indge berween us + In om firſt verſe of this Chapter he 

- ules the fameword,” ['5rand faft in the Liberty &c.] where 
«is without all rd er e, underſtood of their liberty, or 

freedom from the Ceremonial Law ; called there, the yoke of 

benasge, which ſome falſe teachers would impoſe upon 

their necks;' Now, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking fil of rhe 

{ame matter,ſhould uſe the ſame word in ſo different a ſeoſe, 

is no wayes probable. 'Nay ſecondly, in'the't t:veyfe, the 

| Apoſtle ſayes: F1f 7 yet preach circumciſion, why doe 1 yer 
ſaffer perſecution. 8&c:] * And then ve. 13. comes in. ag2ine 

with this: {Brethren 50u ere called mts Liberty Bec.) viz 

from that Law of C:rcamciſcen, and the like, "rot tothe 

res by you pretended z ['To. chaſe Officers, or to joyne in 

,&c.]. though theſe were granted to them, yet not 

is place : And your glofle is very far fetcht and i impro- 

pable. [1 woxld they were cir off that trowbleyou , where(fay 


mo ) he declares what cenſure he wiſhes againſt thoſe that trou- 
d them, viz. cut off x0 wit, by excommunication. Obj. But 


what pewer have we 20 ent them off ? * The Apoſtle anſwers: 


They have apower and liberty, 10 wit,t0 fey newith the ſounder 
pertof rhe Preſbytery in cally them ou: : For (faith he) you 

art called unto Tor #5.] There isnot Men word of oY gol 
inthe Text; *Andit there were an power.t peopl 
have full power pert by Ep: 
is not one word of} £3 | 
U.16, where the 157% 
[-h wot ang 
then, walkeiiar vh 
re feb +] 
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$44 003 io touchother things 
the bye, but d;ſciplize is Jeaſt of all intended. 'And leſt 
 thoule uſe their Lbert from thoſe lepall and. ceremo- 
zall yokes ntion or licentiouſneſſe, he cautions 
aifſt it, V.13,16- [Carnal contention i indeed (23 you 
ſay) an uſuall diſesſe of pepuler liberty; ] which I feare, you 
and your too much. foment, by giving the people 
this powerand liberty,which you ſo m (ch talke of ; and by 
| gingling thele Keyesin the cares of the ; have almoſt 
made them wilde z not only one againſt another, but againſt 
- their Alder por Coverneers alſo... And nomatvell, when you 
grant-them; ſo much power [45 #9 open a door of entrance 
rothe Miniſters Calling + ſp to ſhut the doore of entrance 4- 
Oy thew ſamecaſes; page.g. ] much more than which 
row: ifts coe not granc then... And ſo-much of the pick- 
locke 4 Order. 
Key of. anthorry 6 4 moral pener in our order 
e,6:/14rmg ax inferiour jo peind s ſobjection.] 
T8 lays. p a -Tocall Amtbority a-morall power, is very 
W351 7 fingle! P aſtor,(yea, perhaps brother,) 
ſuper : er tobind and releaſe, not only.an infe- 
point of ſnbjeRisn; by pro- 


«af ;God,.. You might rather have 


#, Fence power, —_ thar _— 
ou nee this 
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have a power; To prevents ps arid Oligarchy, and 
hay of on muſt rx in neg'e- - 
tive woice,, and thats more thanliberty,'\<vental .._ -qurno=r-e— eo 
and being by inferiours; is Alatly ag 

tion. Furthermore, asyou-ſay'{ ak with the El-- 
ders have power to: open and flat &c.}So:you fay, \{1he El- 
ders with the Bretbrew doe bind aud releaſe, ) page 10, Soirt 
ſcemes,as. the Brethren can doe nothing withour the Elders : 
ſo the Elders candoe nothing withourrlic Brethren, as the 
Epiſtolers ſay expreſſely.pageq. And who would not now 
concludegthat the kbergy is:<quall in both; or ratherthe avs 
therity is the ſame: in n -and what. fay the Browniſts a 
more ? .,/;-; 

And now 1 dicke you cannot aly ſay; you | have recei- 
ved this diſtribution of:the Keyes fromthe Scriptare, 'nor 
yet from «miquity , though you would faine have us be- / 
leeve, you would not ſticke mike formerdiftribution, if : 
the words be rightly explained;:As how 2 1.[ Let them([ay 
yon) allow ſome fbirituall power tothe Key of knowledge, wed 
Fer) wag. 4 But have you notallthis while been- 

king of. the Keyes of the Kingdome'of 'Heaven, - that is, 
{2 hurchs 3 and now is the power of the Key of know- 


ledge, no Church power 2 Againe, have not you your ſ{eclfe 
taken away from the Xey of knowledge, not only Church 
power, but all power Shnron by conrradiftinguiſhing it 
tothe Key of power ps Is that Xey, whereby he that hath 


it, [198 0#-y enters Te inz0 the © —_ _ but 
alſo opens ibe doore for ies IE Sv 


You adde ſecondly, [| Let chem pat 1» 4 Kiy of So yr_ts P” 
well as of '+athority into Cherck -} Bur Porh theſe are" 
bur ove Ky, or nothing,as we have ſaid '; Nothing indeed 
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mes) h 
vided Uo ey Olea, trom the Xey'of hdiftion, ; 
for hee hath gn Is bo. array” hen 
41aid, and your required it, Chriſt hath 
giventonone the Fs of Order or _Office, bur to whom 
RS _—_ 45 of j but that had con- 
pong cage 1n the No—_ eh Deacons : [ Con- 
y you) 0ur- Lov, 2» 77 
A, es 'Now is-it- "not" as + rug bel 
ſhould wy an-Office-in-the Church, without ſome juriſ- 
dition z As that*there' ſhould. 's fa, Prelates, bee 
juriſdition without -an Office , at ako arp by 
Chriſt £ / as it: was in "Chan | 
= is it, notiav:hrangeith ”, 
is;; janidliftion;-2s binde-and. looſe, 'in thoſe that 
have Office a6. all ;3-av-there is in the people in» your 
as 'that.thiere- ſhould be an Office without /juriſ- 
- AndifrioveÞleave:you to: confider, veſiher 
obeſe Diſteibutions - -i5-moſt conſentaticots/ to the 
nth; © 5V SECIGEILO $42: FF 
ket? 710 307 333 NT 23,0749 
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Of #66 __ che Kiof Knawledge 


May, VP V2 / Oufirſtrcdbus in geaerlls on 

Rn >= be divers, {6 ore the' Subjets. 10 

1 4x4 4 are commitied divers; But 
mo this is very  doubtiyll-and diſputaþle ; 


fore-one 
all wer yer 
Paſtory, every 00e- of 


iN 
by your ; FTheym 
ret ral ar urs, on wand 


Nar doe you lay, 
Ke5 Fring- Elder, but 38 2 P«- 
I not yeeld the Office ofthe Deacon, but 
refſ©inſtituted/of it afterwards by thc 
nultply controverſies, bur come 


FM or which is all one the Key of faith) 
, whether jojned 18 any perticuler 
'ahEof the K2 eges of the King- 
domeof Fla aps yea15 fel, When 

ivesthem Fath.ſ Futh{ he gives them « Key wrectiveChrf 
rep rs re faethe Apo Pew the fellowſhip of the 
Check 7 1 Dofive rhe: = a Peter dic "=> reſent [#- 


he Teyes 
tothe Chircht burnow nom youln ay.chcy 
they cnter into-the Church. Bur 
Tpt EET hr mean obge Church,who hath recci- 
/ed Chriſtzaog! rofethon of his faith * Yes,you may 
= Uh notinto a articular charch- 
r beven ll ach Clanch 
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oper the dome oem thewimo ths Chrc, ? Was 
_ thee of their owne 


Fore ent ou ſay here pre 
is the truth) that 48 open by yay by nn ow | 
hnſigs teChenh its pi rg deg 
inko ney to open 
—_— he Key of Order helawgeth io all ſuch | in Church 
2. 1.7 £8 SEU 48 AE (8 ure 
order. lrlero s.0r Brethren.) But thisis doubtiully {po- 
ken inadouble reſpe&:. x. What you meane by Order 4s 
afore, 1f Order and. Office be one (as you ſeemed ta 


yeeld) then the key of Order belongs pottothe Ratanee 
al ht Os _ wavy > Cay oy hos 
of erderly carriage, or, (as you your in this. yery 
Paragraph) For [;«rderly {abjeAion, according 18 the order of 
the Goſpel] is juſt noching to.the. power of the Keyes - 
For keyes imply an aQtive power, orderly ſubjeRion is mo- 
ITN OO Ig 967-4 pn ny Sper or 
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9d. 7u this dbarifars by vertue of. common naturall 
Jove and charity to. wat 1 | ha h c06 HE 
andisa 


in nd et a you meane it; Yo 
to fay : [4 -Cl#i 


ovis his brothers'ſdu 
race atgrt Ich by 


wow *Andi it "i obferecble 


hath RE A device 
theni have been heard to-1 
with an 
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all not in their owne wiy ,\a$ 
prop a have fo Conan Y ay, 
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immediate influence imo the 
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--— axyat an hority, ſcemes to 


Un mecherepreſercatives of the 
take away is hg poiſe of the govern- 
will be we fo ey Monerchicell, and {0 

g, orclſc Demecraticel, and fo lyable to 
ſhewes us, inthe Papel? 
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not in their power ſo much as to #eminace the particular 
man: - 3. The Lord himſclfe determined it, and not the 
Apoſtles, \much: leflſe- the people 4 As for that word, 
evyxd]unelon, ftood upon, it cannot be properly taken, as 
if they by their wore. or had conſtituted or orcai- 
ned Mathias to:bean Apoſt 


CThatthe ch 


impoſe hands ayon their 
Es 


o, by this Text. But further: ſome of your 
B.3 


- 


toſorge ſort of men, harhad:con> = 
They propoundedtwo, itwas = 


 eeftiop is the chiefeſt peece hag = 


4 
bg 
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_ "ſergcalling, iow, buta tothe /oleme- 
 nity:of it + And ts the pe ie doeordainethem as well 
as ele, and thats more I evenas full authorrty 
| - as the Brownifs give. :: Your-ſelfe doe ac- 
The w299.4% Lnowledge ſome rayon jon it «works of Rule.) 
tid. 45. Andyctyou ſay alſo, [That the Brethrew way ordaine their 
of) erss vb Therefore the- people: have more. than! akey of 
[The Keyes, p. , they have a key of rule and aptherity ;,-which yet 
Sir doken. — againe you doe reſerve as proper tothe Blders.Confider how 
po iRion * you can reconcilethe cont adiQtions-. That the people have 
— oy ro'EXcePt, or-rationally, toapprove of cheir 
«77 6/oknak of granted but this'is (I ſtill f ay): nothingo the 
1 ie W3y,9.49 pooer of 5 rat's -which confiſts in @rdinarren of Officers 
== choſen, nor,in the cledFiow of Officers to be ordained. 
| .2.* The ſecond hberty of the people is, [To ſendout me/- 
ſrgrfortepulcaevie? ervicesf #he Church,Phil.2.25.JThis 
won a: liberty, but noching to-the power of 1he 
wins —— or - pgs tea 
poore Cottlers 


ind Like [ro ach 6s offer thems- 
5 19 communion,” or wats "TATA h if 9:26. þ 
Tlie is nothing more tothe of the: keyer, than' the 
—_— Any rn Arg, canal, prog rim rmrnot 
xt offers to, partake Sasrament., 0 
| mitioonbabe Ofieeiny hathno erence , 


po The way, p. a. 


7 Wil that is 
of ale aify, And = now, whether-th 

key of OR full as the Elders themlcl 
ajadgemens of; diſaeiionanty, which allithe mubijtude 
Ran Alizes, 4t isjuft nothing zo.the purpole. 4, a.Jtra 
nonept the-Congregation, a woman, an an heat Ni y1 

as much, But you » [The Apo Apoſtle alloweth to all the Bre- 
hnan;s, fewer te jodge 19 judge yi 1,Cax; Seas 


But,either this is falicins "= 
Church of a Ann -x ,this power 
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ſpeake cleare otherwiſe ſometimes z denying the Brethre» 
any rale or amthority, reſerving it only to the Blders + As it 
you meant no more, but that the people did but yeeld con. 
fent to the judgement of their E/ders,by obedienceto the will 
of Chriſt, and many ſuch like words. 5. Butrothe point in 
hand : The 7zrythen doth not repreſent the Brethren, bur 
the Raling Elders, which rulzze Elders ſtand in ſtead of afl 
the Brethren,as the Inry doth in ſtcad of all the prople; and fo 
the privrledge of the people is ſaved. Otherwiſe, all the 
prople ſhould be of the 7ary,. as all the Congregation are al- 
lowed byyou,and others, to be Twdges of the offender. And 
the tuth is, it is a {berry or vos > to the party that is 
arraigned, that he may be judged by his Peeres ; Itis not 
a liberty of the Iwy : So it is apriviledge for any accuſed 
brother, that he ſhall be tryed and judged by his Peeres, the 
ruling- Elders : It is no priviledge of the reſt of the Brethres 
to be his Iudges ; as it is no priviledge of allthe people at 
the Aſſizes,that they may claime a place inthe 7ury. 6. That 
which you adde, that there is great difference betweenthe 
Iudge and Iury : [ For (ſay you) sbough the Inry have given 
wp their verdiFG, yet the malefatFor is wot thereupon legally 
condemned, much kſſe executed, but upon the ſentence of the 
Tudge.) This being rightly paralcl!d, will make againſt you: 
ſo, though the reling- Elders (repreſenting the people,) give 
up their votes and judg z yet the party is nctexcom- 
municated, but upon the ſentenceof the Poftor, And indeed, 
the 1#75 rather ſeeme to acquit or condemne,thanthe 7adge z 
he Joth but pronounce the ſentence,as they have adj it: 
ſo the raling-Blders, being more in number, by veres de- 
termine the cauſe, which is pronounced by the Paftor, and 
ſothe paraleis fairc and full.  Burthat all the people'at che 
Affizes ſhould as dame well as the [#7y,is not 
| in 


yr” eats th , M0 
of the votes of all the Bretbrew in the 
ou perliſt to ſay : [The res in the Church, And 
e, in that the conſent and concurre with _ Elders, 
y ig mags 


rrohejt, 


ple 


Jt not to be ly nor will 
reject be fory: 2 "7am Auto © Thus it muſt be, 


or it holds not proportion with the caſe in hand : For if the 
Brethren doc no more but «pprove and execute the ſentence 


of the Presbytery, this is juſt nothing to the power of rhe keyes, 


intended to be giventhem,and is a meere peſſtve priviledge. 

And that you may ſce your owne inconſtancy, conſider 
what you ſay elſewhere, page 11. [The Brethren tend 1n an 
yas ng even ho an orderly ſubjettion, according tothe order of the 
Goſpel page 15. They give conſent, in obedience tothe will of 


Chr 37» They (the people) diſcernme the light and 
uk 298 tld Y  Boam to their overſeers, Don 5] That 


phcy may conſent 10 the judgement and ſentence of the Elders.) 
you ne your rp conſtant to theſe expreſſens, you 
ooh hes both reſend the #r#th of the Goſpell, and the peace of 
- wichc or their 
_ | donow fora concluſion of this Seahie;; Let me urge 


= in a you with argurnent of OWNCc, againſt E 1{copacy. 
wick without - Page 39% [lerame foy + 12 Hear epi. 7 ape 
Is Cammen-councell of the Pregbyrers] * The ol 

Cat By L2y-their dh, as followed - } You unfrer: 
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_ th cows dar feos, mera; To —" 
f counſe. not " 
jon," charch againſt their Councel, which 4 — 
So:ſay I : The Church (ſay you) is governed by the con- 
ſent of the Brethres:: 1 aske, whether you mcane theircoun- 
ſell and conſent wvked tabs, or followed alſo. Tf the later, 
thenthe Brechren have as full authority with the Elders, as 
the Preſbyter, had with the Bi{bop : If the former, itis a 
contradiction, to ſay, The Church is governed by the can- 
ſent of the Brethren, and yet 1s g0 overned againſt their con» 
{ent y ſo rhat' the queſtion clearly ſtated is this: [Whether 
the Brethren have fach concurrence and conſent, as that thiy 
have 4 negative vote or caſting voice : ] It they have, its that. 
lar Anarchy, of you know whom : If nor, its nothing 
to. the power of the Keyes, Only, let me bur Oo 
' you what elſewhere you ſay,concerning the peoples po 
in government of the Church : po coſe the the Officers yr The way, 
erre, and commit offence, t ſhaft by the whole ©: 
= ly of the mor, ; thoug otherwiſe, + —_— arcbound 
ade and ſubmit to them in the Lord, ] How you can recon- 
cile theſe things I a 6.9409 not.- 


But now you propound won vrom [Whether the 
Cha ch hath power of Eetobng #8 cenſure of their 
whole Preſbytery.] before  Fanopns was = 50% dhe = 


That you might have made the queſtion alſo, whether the 
Preſbytery had power. to to the utmoſt cenſure of 
the Chuch, and the Brethren the Epiſtolers, reſolve both 
negatively, Epiſf.p.4- 2. That you ſuppoſe here, that the 
Church may: proceed to ſome, \ a mrathexmmoſ 
cenſure of their Preſbyrery z, 2nd that (as you would ſecme 
todeny it in your anſwer, Ma IEEITRE ks pu 
degree of Authority, a Pann your 
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river your" Overſcers- And now [ſhall view your an- 
wer. | | 

1. Anſw. [It cane (ſay you) be well concelved, that the 
whole ah ape ſhould be proceeded againſt, becauſe ſeme, « 
Prong pariy perhaps, will fide with them, and thenthe Church 
ewght not to-proceed, without conſulting with the Synod." 
Reply. Bur 1. this is beſides the-queſtion, which ſuppoſes 
the whole Preſbytery,and the whole C burch oppoſed , and ſo 
your anſwer may ſeeme to intimate, that if none cid (ide 
with them, the Church migh proceed againſt them, and 
" that to the a#9eft cenſure 3 but only in a d:fenſton of the 
Church, they may not. 2. 1f in any caſc, they ought not to 
proceed, doth not this deſtroy their i»#dependency, it they 
muſt fly toa Synod £ No(fay you) they ought only to con- 
ſult the Syned. But if the Synod have ro power to deter- 
mine, and cenſure,they are ſtill but where they were, What 
 ifthe Presbytery or Church will not ſubmit to their deter- 
mination,;or Declaration ? (for it is no more) what remedy 
hath the Church againſt rheir errirg, hereticall, ſcandalous 
" Preſbytery 2 If the Sywod have a power of cexſare, then 
againe you deftroy your Independency. : No; [The Church 

withdraw from them: ] Sothey might before they cov- 

ſ#hied the Synod; nay, they were bound to doe'it in your 
way, without conſulting the $5ned.But you may call ro mind: 
yourformer thoughts. © In your other Tract you give them 
full power [9 cenſure 1heir Officers without any Of ficers,] as 
 hathmorethen once been ſaid above. 

-- And thus your ſecond: anſwer is alſo anſwered -alrea- 
«You ſay, | Excommunication « one of the higheſt atts 
"Rule, and" ergo, canner be performed but by. fa R#- 


4]; Yet«you- contradict this fAlnly,. in your other 
TraQ,when you lay 3 [In cafe of offence gruen by an Elder, 
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87 by the whole Elderſhi fas Drag ther the Charch hath Aut 
om ey which in this Booke you oft den ) 
10 require ſatisfattion of them ; and if they doe net give 
 ſatufatiion, x: $a to cenſare according $0 the quality of the 
_#ffence. } And yet (which is ſtrange, me thinks) here you 
reſolve the cleane contrary : [The Church cannot excommu- 
nicate the whole Preſbytery, becauſe thiy have not received 
from Chriſt an of fice of Rule, without their Officers. Bat now 
if this reaſon be good, then on the other fide ir might ſeeme 
reaſonable; That the Presbytery might excommunicate the 
whole Church Apoſtate, becauſe they have received from 
Chriſt an office of Rule, without the Church : No, ſay you, 
[They muſt tell the Church, and joyne with the Church in that 
cenſure.) But this is. to ſay ard unſay : For it the Church. 
muſt joyne with them,then the Church hath received ſome 
peece of an Office of Rule,which was before denyed : Tf you 
ſay, they have not received any Office of Rule, without their 
Officers ; This may imply, that with their Officers they 
have received an Office. of Rsle, which all this while you 
have ſcemed to deny, allowing them-a Liberty, but no Re/e 
or Authority. And whereas you ſay ; [They muſt tell the 
Church, but that cannot be, when the Church « dpoſtate : ] 
I rejoyne, this makes it reaſonable to me, [That there is ano- 
ther Church, to which they muſt tell the offence, by way of 
«ppeale , or elſe, both an erring Presbytery, or an Apoſtate 
Zhutch, have no remedy to! recover them, inſtituted by 
Chriſt ', -and ſo;the- Church, a multitude, or a; Presby- 
tery, is not-{o well provided for, as one particular mem-- 


Is | | | | 

* But you have found a remedy ${ The Charch wants not ii- 

wo 10 withdraw from them. 15inot\this/even raxtemeunt: 
i. | 


cxcommunication 2 Is it not the exception of chat: 
F 3  F{entence, 
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caiiow is the contrary to commanion. Now how doth the 
Church communicate their Elders? Take your owne words: 
[45 they ſet up the P , by profefime their ſubjeition - 
rorbem in the Lord : ſo they avoid ther (that is, in ſenſe, 
excommunicate them) by profeſicd withdrawing their ſubje- 
Hon from them, according 18 God ] And this is as much as 
any people doc, or need to doe, to perſons excommanicate, 
unleſſe you grant them a power to the very AR and decree 
of excommunication ;, which as you have clearly done in 
your other Tra, ſo you doe here, giving them a power 
morethan ravrs "43h rg ers _ _ a King- 

power,when you lay ; | They rule 86e C a 18- 
7 Nod owne Officers and likewiſe in cenſuring GCE coju 
py by thely Officers (which is as much as Kings are wont 


todoc) but alſs by their owne Royal «ſent, which Kings arc 
nt wont 10 doe, but only in the execution of Nobles.] Sark pro 
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part of the Chriſtian world , [4 Cirizen with the 5 aints,and 
of the 4 of God, Eph.2.19.] And this tome ſcemes 
reaſonable upon theſe grounds: r. Becauſeevery Chriſtian, 
not yet in a particular Church,or Congregation, is at liberty 
to joyne himſelfe to any Church, tyed by no 9b/:gatt onto 
one more than another. 2. Becaule it is lawfull for any 
member of a particular Church, upon juſt reaſons to leave- 
that Church, and to joyne himſelfe to another, and nothing 
can hinder his removall or communion with another 

Church, _ he be ſcandalous,&c. 3. It was the cu- 

ſtome of the firſt times, before Congregations were fixed, 

to adde them to the viſible Church, were their numberle{- 
ſer or greater, and give then communion in all the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt. . 4. Becauſe the whole viſible Church is 

but one City,one Kingdome, though for orders ſake, divi- 
ded into ſeverall Corporations. It is notſo inc/vi#reſpets; 
A Citizen of one Corporation, cannot goe and ſetup #rade 
in another, becauſe they have' their ſeverall Charters + But 
in the City of God, the Xingdome of Chriſt, there is but 
one Charter for all z and no more 'is required to admit a man 
a wember of any Congregation, bur that he profeſſe him- 
ſelfe a Chriſtian, and live accotdingly.' Your New Cove- 
»4xt to'tye men to your particelar Chmch, thathe may not 
par hd nan leave,will, I feare, prove a ſnare 
and a t9rawey,worle than yet we can imagire. - 

- 7. But come weto your particulars: ['Firſt,by way of par- 
ticipation of the Lords. Supper, the 74 of owe Church 
comming to anther Charch,8c.] But 1.'Why doe you in- 4 
ſtance in this @rdinexce only ? Have not their children oc - _ _ 
 cafionally borne there, a liberty alſo of Zeptiſmet The ra- Where neither ws 
ther, becauſe 'Baptiſave is not adminiſtred with reſpeR to 74 ut righe > 
this or that Church, 'bur to the generall viſible C_ 210 the Lords -; 
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cation is the contrary to communion. Now how doth the 
My er rn their megpaphity 208 Srtomm 
[45 they ſet up the Preſbytery, by profef{me their ſwbjettion 
rorbem in the Lord : ſo they avoid thaw (that is, in ſenſe, 
excommunicate them) by: profeſied withdrawing their ſubje- 


How from them, according 10 God ] And this is as much as 


_——_—_ doc, or needto doe, to perſons excommanicate ; 


un you grant them apowerto the very AR and decree 


of excommunicatien ;, which as you have clearly done in 
your other TraQ, ſo you doe here, giving them a power 
more than ES rae, -_ _ mo a King- 
ty power,when you ſay ; | Tvey rule tbe Church, 18- 
f their owne Officers and likewiſe in cenſuring pck-cogu 
by their Officers (which is as much as Kings are wont 
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of the Keyes,&c. —_ 
part of the Chriſtian world ; [4 Tirizen with the 5 aints,and 
of the houſhold of God, Bph.2.19.] Andrthis tome fcemes 
reaſonable upon theſegrounds: r. Becauſeevery Chriſtian, 
not yet in a particular Church,or Congregation, is at liberty 
to joyne himſelfe to any Church, tyed by no eb/:gatt onto 
one more than another. 2. Becaule it is lawfull for any 
member of a particular Church, upon juſt reaſons to leave- 
- thar Church, and to joyne himſelfe to another, and nothing 
can hinder his removall or communion with arfother 
Church, except he be ſcandalous,&c. 3. It was the cu- 
ſtome of the firſt times, before Congregations were fixed, 
to adde them to the viſible Church, were their number lef- 
ſer or greater, and give thery communion in all the Ordi- 
nanices of Chrift. . 4. Becauſe the whole viſible Church is 
but one City,one Kingdome, though for orders ſake, divi- 
ded into ſeverall Corporations. It is notſo'in c/vi&reſpeds; 
A Citizenof one Corporation, cannot goe and fer'up #rade 
in another, becauſe they have their ſeverall Charters + But 
inthe City of God, the Xizedome of Chriſt, there is but 
one Charter = all ; and no more fog <a to admit a = 
a wember of any Congregation, bur that he profeſſe him- 
ſelfe a Chriſtian, and live accordingly. YourXNew Cove- 
»4art tortye men to your particelar Chwech, thithe may not 
remove, without #generall leave, will, I feare, prove a ſhare 
and a t9r«wey,worle than yet we can imagire. - 
- 1. But come we to your particulars : [Faſt ry wy of par- 
ticipation of the Lords Supper, the members of ne Church 
comming to another Cherch,&c.] But r.'Why doe you in- 
__ hog rwine wat = GE The == Je. 3 
. cafio rmethere, ali Baptiſme * ra- Where neither 
thier, booms Sept is not adminiftred with reſpeR OE: S oo agnre 'Y 
this orthat Church, 'bur to the generall viſible CY +to the Lords *: 
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upper ; there Ulnleſſe your hold, that a manor childe is baptized to no 
er Tf0ts Church, but that particular, and an Infidel toall the reft. 
ihr ro Bap- Yet ſomeof your brethren- will hardly baptize a childe of 
viſme, The any, but a member of their owne Church, which is next 
as - orga dooreto Anabeptiſme. 2. I aske by what power of the keyes, 
an excommu- doe your Paffors admit a member oft another Church,to par- 
75% perſon, take of the Lords Swpper,in yours £ Or in what relarien doth 
p our Peſtor ſtand torthat member of another Church 7 Ycu 
| ay , Paftor and Charch are relates, and he is a Poſtor ro none 
but of his owne Church ; Either then, to adminiſter the 
Lords Supper to a member of another Church, is no Paſtoral 
a&, but may be done by a gifted brother : Or elſe, a Paftor 

. and his Charcharenotiorelates, but that he is a Paſtor be- 
* yondthe limits of his owne Co 
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> Lords Supper * Nay further :Tf the Sacraments be Seales of 
our commenien with all the members of Chriſt, why doc 
you not admit any ive Ebriſt/an, and his children, to the 
communion of the Sacraments, though they be not as yer. 
admitted members of any particular Congregation 5 How 
dareyou deny afy wtmbey of that Body, communion with its _ 
fellow-members, when it hath #»ion and communion wich” 
the He: a 7 Confider it. 

2. A ſecond way of your communion of Churches, is, 
[ By way of recommentd-tion as Paul in the behalfe of Phoebe, 
&c. ] Butthis is ſo farre from being any part of the: power 
of the Keyes, that it is a duty, which a Church or party owe 
to any Chriſtian that is godly, not by vertue of any pacti- 
cular Church-memberſhip,. but by the commoa incereſt of 
Chriſtianity ; yea, by the common right of Lumanity,cven 
to an honeſt Heathen, according tothe ninth Commande- 
ment, which requires us, #9 beare true witneſſe 19087 brother, 
if we be thereto required. The lerters are only declarative, 
of the good behaviour of the party, occaſioned to remove 
to ſuch a place. Was this (thinke you) a part of the power 
of the Ktyes, delivered to Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles? 
Beſides, if there be'any verrue in theſe 7etters, ro admit a 
member -into communioy, is there nota like yertue in them, 

- to excommunicate one ungodly © And if theſe Terters di- 
miſfſory have power to admit a member of one Church, to / 
be a member of another, wirhout any new covenaming, have 
they nor the like power to admit the Peffor of one Church, 
to be a Peſtor of another Church, without any zex 07din«- 
tion? which yet,I beleeve,you doe notprattile. ' - | 

2- [Bywiy of Conſultation ; and 4 by Congreg 4tion'into 4 
'Syned: ] Bur what is all this to the power of 3he Keyes £ It 
upoti Congrega#on, and ue RAE of other Ou 
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. before 


and ſhut at any 
or locke out cage any _ 
Bf the pone of pn ore homer. 
: iS: [ The liberty of giving receiy? 

— P [cara from another , gifted men, or ones 
ces,&c, ) I conceive firſt,theſe are rather duties of common 
;than of Church liberty, or any power of #he Keyes - 
defireto know what thoſe gifted men Wee, thar the 
Church of 4»«/ec ſcnr to 0:her Countries £-Were they 
not Hpoſiles, or Prophets, or Teachersin Office # Then they 
were Paſtors or Teachers by O flice, before they were ſent, 
were eleted or ordained by the Churches to 


which they were ſeat. Thereupon it ach that a Poſtor 
or Teacher (becauſe y may ſay a-Papor relates to his w 


flocke) a Teacher ({a was Barnabas, Aﬀts 13:1.) is a Teacher 
tothe general vifble Charch, notto the particular Church 
only, as you zold - Andchen ine, a Teacher, qui Tea- 
cher, may -prea "to another C urch, and convert Hea- 
yy , 2nd not as 2 gifted brother only, as you ſometimes 
peake. 

A fixth way is, [# w4_ of watuell 4dmonition, when 4 
blicke offence us pi? them ': One Ghuch m5 


ſend pilb another,-and if this Church will not heave, 
po gs eve Cong. 3 486 
ww 2s dmonitioni 


if not heare them, then 


» power, it is rahers web 
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offending, as private perſons withan offending brother; why ber of witneG:3 
ray they not takethe third ſtep, as the WH remedy, t6 ex- 09 n6d- Y 
COMMmun;cate her,being obſtinate,as the Church doth an ob- ther oftended, * 
ſtinate b:o:her 2. No ; [| Becauſe the Churches are all of equal{ *cagreeing 2» 
_ authority : ] Butſa are all the members of a Congregation jt a hed! 
of cquall authority,yet the whole may excommunicate him; &c. The-way, * 
And if there be as much Church-communien between Chur- ? 53: 4 
ches, as there is between werbers of a particular Congre- 
gation 3-1 ſeenoreaſon, why many Churches aſſembled ia 
a Synod, may not as well excommunicate -an obſtinate- 
Church, as a Congregation, a pacticular member. If you 
_ deny Excommunication of a Church, others will (and doe) 
Ceny excommunication of a member, and ſay, zon-commu- 
#108,01 withdrawing is as much as cat be done. Andit you 
ſay, the Churches may withdraw communion ; I demand, 
ficſt, what is that in effe, but excommunication, wanting 
only a Synodicall Decree ,, yet page 25+ you lay,f 4 Synod 
hath pewer 10 determine to withdraw communion from an «ff en- 
ding Church: ] And is it any more in the. excommunic view 
of an offending brother £ They doe but determine al! ſhall 
withdraw communion from him. This is therefore bur a 
mecre Logom«chie. BY * | 
6. The laſt way of Communion'of Churches, is, [6y 
way of prop1gation, or multiplication of Churches: ]  Buc-1. 
This is rather a divifiow of Churches, than cither propege- 
How, 01 multiplication ; For theſe very Churches were be. 
fore all one Church, now only d:wided into two The Apo- 
ſtles and the fiſt Planters,did not as 6 Churches 5 
bur went inco-places, where no.Chu were, no Chriſti- : 
ave cnough AFL. this, 44s Churches, your way al 
{crup). burliccle. of A Peas Prim b. 
j | 
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Apoſtolicall, For Sir, tell us, next time you 

writs over, how many Churches have you multiplyed a- X 

| the Indians in New- England © No one, that 1 evet 

of: You have d:vided Churches indeed, from old 4g- 

. .*, land; but propagated none. And our Brethren at home, how 
many Churches have they divided anddiftiacted ſince their 

' returne, but have multiplyed none £2 If lome new Teachers 


ſhould ariſe in New Eng1and, and gather (or rather ſtcale) | 
ſome members out of every of your Congregations, would | 
= youll O93 ipe of Churches, or rather 4:wifion ? 
3+. hi into New England, and ſent out your Psſtors, 
'Y —_ >ueby cal calling, þ:r:tu4l/ Fathers) to convert [ndians, 
'S Kh wh recded) orour Brethren here. gone and ſent into 
TH | and x rr annfs , little better than hearhens, and con- | 
b- reed them, and ep gathered theminto Churches, this had 
-It rY0perd ag” Churches indeed. But this they doe 
J wil doe, norwell can doe : For their opinion is, 
E. 7 _ in. New England) that no P aftor is a Paſtor 
—— this particwl, wo Congreg ation ; ſotheir P4 


i "her, © riſeap { 
emlelves. . For if once the” children be 
vp, then, theſe (Fathers in Law) 
+ chem from ther, who have 
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Church to ſend out 4 Congregation(as 2n Hivedotha ſwarm)” 
when they are.too full © This is heir liberty, not yours. 
They have power without you, to gather themſelves to- 
gether, and toenter into a Church-way, and to chulc their 
Of ficers,and doe all,as well as you had. 
Laftly, if Paftors, qua Paſtors, or Teachers, qt: Teachers, 

are tyed ro a pirticular Congregation, then canpot they pro- 

3pare Churches/z only gifted Brethren can doe that: And 
f- 8:fted Brethren not Paſtors and Teachers, ate the Succel- 
ſors of the Apoſtles' : We thinke Paſtors and Teachersare 
Officers ro the whole Church. as the Apoſtles were , You 
will ſay, then they are Apoſtles : Firft, will you ſay your. 
vifted Brethren are Apoſtles, becauſe they goe abroad to 
convert and propagate Churches 2 Secondly, it followes 
not ; That which made the Apoſtles differ from the Pa- 
ſtors, is delivered by your ſelfe, to ſtand in'two things: 
I. [That aw Apoſile bad in hum in all minifteriall power of al The Keyes, 
the Officers of the Church. 2. That apoſtolicall power exten. *3*: 
ded to all Churches as much as to any one.) But withall you 
ſay, [That this power conjoyned in them, & now divided by 
them, amongſt all the Charches, and all the Officers of the 
Churches reſpeively:J* 1 aske then, what Officer of the 
Church hath power to plant and propagate Churches 2 
Your gifted Brethren are no Officers of the Church : Thope, 
Ruling Elders and Deacons are tyed 25 well to their particular 
Churches, as the Paſtors'and Teachers ;ergo, it muft fall 
upon the Paſtors and Teachers, or there is no ſuch thing 
now, aSpropegarion'of Churches. Buttake once more your 


| y 
grant inthis Paragraph, where now we are : [Though 
'(E e it was RCTS. 
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gather Churches 


3 

eA es, 

: 8,0r Deacons; erg9, tis left tothe Paſtors or 
3 rof the Keyes is 
0. ou ſhould ſay, with 
= \Paſtors'or Teachers of the Church, orwich the Chur- 


adeed, but inthe hands of her Officers : Ocherwiſe, 


OIS and 


y have an 
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of 


not- ved ane to, are and Amici s Sacenbbbrtd'* 
would not have noted it, bur that you confuſcdly reckon up 


the - 


sof Authority and Rule, without diſtinRtion, - 
what belongs to onefortof Blders, whartoanother 3" As it 
they did equally belong to both, - 

Ti Ther is: | Thet which the Eld:rs, wholabrar inthe 
Word and Dotirine, are 0-attend unto chitfty, that is, the 

preaching of the word, and the idmin;ftraron of the Sacra- 
Ry: For the firſt, [#he preaching of the Word Nome of h 
your Brethren (ay, thatprivare gifted Brethren may 
cye, that is, ni</4 an ca bye ' may baptize too z 
who yet are denyed rang Sheep not Elders, not 
Officers, to whom the AQ of Rulit eprenFan Indeed: you 
lceme to deny gifted Bretbres power to prophefie publick- 
ly; bur your Prefacers write, Magifter" hic now tenetur:” Yet 
their owne reſolutionof the caſe, and their ite doth not 
" well agree. They fay, a aified Brother may {orcefion 


preach, not in an _— _] But we ſee, they dor 
ordinarily and oo e all their Levers, theif - 
double and treble —__ ; and one who takes 


a Benefice, (bur 
miniſtration of | prige tor ho ens conftancly 


IFyou ſay, They we wer vl I anſwer thi *: 
bp ia i 
ors 3 ; for 


We deny not, ir pie ioe- 
_ oor be Oe ning and 
judgement, &c. probation,” exerciſe their gfe 
cſeof ours are nearer to an whoby het con | 


elves gifted ſuffici- 
to adminiſter the Seelcs, 
\ſo alſo.is awnexed ann 
x ſelte here ſpeakes,and complaice 


S 


ages 
| Agof Fes common tothe Elders,is, 
They heve ptwer tocall the Church together. ] 1. Xou ſaid 
Ire, Rule was an AQ Proper to y Office of Z/der: : 
lay mon, you.meane perhaps common to 
then you ſhould haye explained 
-or crelolved us, the Reling- Elders 
wit \ the preaching Elders'in this, AR. 
F. ls the Church to- 
one ſort of Elders, and you bring 
hx the < here} -—* Beſides, #0 call the Chwch toge- 
ter of Order, than of Authority : 
'Y f ther ſort, may be deputed to this worke. 
Yoper: to- B/ders, what if the Elders be all 


pffenders, who hal | callthe Church toget herthen ? Truly, 
5p Ii hats if pero Church, in your way : 
| had powe! elves into one y, 
'of 

4 x the P riefbs,is weakly al- 

ge ie they-were called on, to 


Ep, v.1 17%) it was ratherthe 


Officers, bifne they be re- 
the Church, 1- Bun this, 2ccording co your princi- 
park io the whe/e.Chureh, and ſo no proper a4 
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4. A commer 2 their dale is, [ COrdinities' _ 
vers. nn But'7;:This is too confuſed : What £lders 
meane *- Preachidg' or Ruling * Have'the Tuling-Bliers 
power of Ordinationof Paſtors and Teachers * Thus,as it is 
— efiaent of Scripture, ſo it is againſt a Rule-: 
[7he cher is Foſſe of the leſſer; which cannot be by the 
poſtle les Divinity." 2. Thisis no Actproper to the Zlders, 
burcommon to the Brethren, by your owne judgement, if 
rg altered fince you wrir, The ey, p.50;51. 
it. 

5. [Toopen the doores of feech and ſilence in the Aſſem- 
bly. ] Burt 1. one Elder doth this, &rgo,one B/der hath power 
and authority, not over the Charch only, but over his 
fellow-Elaers alſo. 2. You take it from them preſently in 
 ſomecaſes:f When the Elders themſalves ly eunderdffence, the 
Brethren have hiberty torequire- ſatis faction, &c. JTharis, the 
Brethren may openthe doore,and beginto ſpeake. And ſtill 
you are confuſed, not declaring whether this power belongs 
to either ſorrof Elders,or both i alike;eſpecially your inſtance 
of the Re/ers of the Synagogue, ſeeming to carry it tothe 


Ruling Elders. 
6. [Te jo _ matters before hand for the Church, and to 
_ fuand diſorderly complaints, 8c.) But: doe not 


o_ rs. ws to ſpeakeof the Churctrof the Bre- 
+ why we the Elders ? ten that place is im pEROnY al- 

ro nerh F. 2. Have 
the E/ders power to judge a com | coraplalntnotncnlaſ, and 
torged it, without the ered of the people? why then 
have they not erto judge, a complaint to be juſt, -andto 


Raee Ky ther a Fs mn "Doe you-not 
inrench 


| : "fr dicere, which cv 


her hath;but not ſextemriem ferre - (7 0ogr 


iſe the Church with 4 
v9 cs oo confuſed, ray; 
© andthen, I ſay;this is bur 


4 is 
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power to withdraw the Diſciples frow thems, awd ua cibry ; 
| peoanenumoi rhe nach 'But x, the.caſe is auſlaid 

By ts the:Jewes that there b med, were | 
ofthe Churcty ; but only ſuch as came to hearc Pou/ preach, 
doe z, but then this was no proper 
her how =djpoww ofthe Keyes : For what had Pawd- 
ro doe;orthe B/ders withthem that are without. 2.Suppole 
the whole Charch fall away, what ſhall the E/ders doe now £ 
They may not exrammagyeate them, you ſaid-above ,, and if * 
they may withdraw, thats no more power thanthe Brethrew 
have of the Zlaers Apo ſtate. 3. How canthe Elders c 
away the Ordinances on them 2 For firſt the Bldeys ceaſe 
to be Elders, when the fecke is ſepar ated, and ceafes to be 
their flocke, "Secondly, the paler. may keep the Ordinas- 
ces with them, and have power iti your way, to-chuſe new 
Officers zo exerciſe the Ordinances, and then whaticare they 
fortheir withdraving, ither themſelves or the Ordinances * 
_ 4+..It Kemes not juſtifiablegthat Bldoiſhould withdraw, and 
catry away the Ordinances from a company of erring Bre- 
thren, Prophets-of old did not ſo, but continued ſtill 
_ to preach, though the wereobſtinate: For this is the 
py to cure their inacy, and' ſo the ny dirc&s, 


= 


rule the 
from their cail;and above,ſ{c,7, 
ro 2he information of the Elders, 
ww of Chriſt-s, it #4 further aft of tht Elders 
,t0 give ſentence againſt the offender. ] Juſt as the Mari. 
when the 'Queene, who hath called him tothat Gffice, 


ſhe is reſolved to goe to-fuch a place, puts her 
"invexecution, by -ſteexing tus "courſe to. that 


call. 


> a _ Of the Authority of Synods: 


that ycu acknowledge Synods as ah Ordi- 


x a Rx; nanccof Chriſt, and ſet downe the cauſes of 
«ot 5 bo COS SET EE LEICE =, GY | 

ns EY E © Churches"into we ſhall 

: e with you : - The maine contro- 

. bout their power, Concerning which 

. | have received 5 which you 

LY tl and give light, but alſo to 
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(a8 was noted- in your-PrefacersEpiſtic) is but: ap,cmp 
grant.” For you meaneit rather marerially,chan formally, by 
any Authority the Synod hath to bind them to obedience or 
c_— : Yes, formally. (you fay) {from 1he amthorny of 
Syn/d which being. an Ordinance of Chriſt bindeth he more p 
for the Syneds ſake. } Bur the great ſcruple is, what kind of, 7* wake thajs 
Authority this is, whether it differ pecrfically from the power ww aa : 
of a fingle P«ſtor,or of a Congregationall Preſbyiery, or. only and accepra- © © 
radually;as agrexter teflimony , tor ſo ſome of yours under- PMe3>u norto * 
and it : If inthis latrerſenle, 1 ſce not how it can-be cal- ith more. 
led an Ordinance of Chriſt, ot authority diſtin from the rule or aucho- * | 
Authority of one ſingle Pafor + For he hath- Authority 597; The wy, | 
miniſterially to declare and command people, what G | 
commands and declares to be his will, with-aZ Authority - 
And this ſcemes to be your meaning , for you lay [4 #rarh 
of the Goppell __ by 4 Miniſter, bindeth to faith andobe- 
dience, not only becanſe it is Goſpell but alſo becauſe it # taught 
by 4 Miniſter for his callings fake.) Now ſuppoſe 20, orqo, 
or more F«ftors mettogethergteach anddeclare a truth of the 
Goſpell;8 enjoyye it to their ſeverall Congregations, by way 
of a Deoree; 1 aske what difference. is there betweenthis 


x 


you haveit.. But then t 


avea po 
not z: but alſo of antans upon 


hana lf wc 

SE Apoſtles) 
will, a —_— w47 of Arbitra- 
- worden Bone et &cs A, ob the parti- 
r Ct themſelves png 
plead bioengh - But 
ever” (if they conver bake 1h offen. 
Lercs Fo SUKSas commenies Few rhew." {he 
1 the Brethren have;asto withdraw from thejr #w#: 
poſts a rom/other Charches obftinaty, _m_ 
place in t 

teres II toes parton rom chm: 
"power = Fecomalieation, whereof withdrawing 


"228 [How a the Praetermic roncurre with the EL 
turbe he Synod.) You toſolve | it in 3 particu- 
e their doubts amvong the 
ce I thinke is much mi- 
, WaSam 
3 not by the 
ry Mee 
IT %. "For r, 
It Had beer ento0 truch eontuſion, for a multirude 


uo wor — | 
a bony to joyne wen urn | 
the mace is -—35: than the multitude at an ri 
_ to Fas 1 wr the : Judge i in approving of his ſentenee : 
that they joyned in-dererminizg the fame, as the com- 
—_ ſentence of then all, is far morethan the multitude 
tows And prion pen dey heb ovlay oF 
4 ay :1| Tet 
the eakerit af ne lay chiefly (if wor'enl ay, 
Hpoftles und Biderss ] The Apoſtles and Elders did no- - 
more but joyne with /4merin determining the” fentenee,” us 
the common ſentence of them all, 
Jayne with the Apoſtles and Elders, 
ſengers, and writing Synodell Letters, 4 
It you. no morethan a psfſive appro 
be y ; butifyoumeanc an arbor eFfive ec 
rence, that they had not been valid withouttheirvwerand 
conſent , its far morethan {bervy, as good authority _ 
the po) 9m Elders had. 


veed Churches 


rr. ellecmre. Forecoringeayor 


hathno power tobind the 
Fant own Or tht ets power LEO 
Syneds)., 


penall.cen ite -- may RY YER 
e you. you -Owne words : [hat need 
ight ans levee 8c. if they be 

Sy 804 pra 88 emoyne things both 
uſe indifferens. ] You reſolve it nega- 


tively... '& 
1. From the patterne 8 Squads, ARs 15.28, who ejoyned 
0thin mathe nl bs 
$8, This is an Argument from Sriprne, egativ? , they 
did not. here enjoyne any thing but neceſlaries. ; ego, they 
ac.09 powereo enjoyne thin indiffcrent : The conſc- 
quence is 021 ht, 24 (he Apoſtles ape. commurided to teach 
ww __ ift-co In 4 , ergo, if they teach mere;they exceed 


£55 > Arguments like the former : They wereto 
Xo cy— ems z- &g0, they might teach 
nothing, indifferent: They might mm 
ASA com df\Chriſt do/#rinaly, in matters of Faith 
or gry ; bot his hinders/nor, but they might enjoyne 
 me.things indifferent ;, esthey did forbi the uſe of ſome 
ifferent in their owne..fatute 5 viz. bload, and 
hott it be; aid; thoſe. were not indifferent in their 
2-2/1 antwer x; There is nothing in the 4»d/- 
JN maagec/4 becaulc ic fals under 
WC mpure PULTT 5 4 | 


n ſoi5to beuſed or not 
or age ſhould be ; 

a 4 thing in 
d ariſwer affir- 


"Oar | Fg 


—_ a 


, | _ of the Keyes, &c. 
anſwer : [Chriſt peakerh only of reaching ſuch things which be 
bed 5 & neceſſary 10 ſubvation : ] Bux T would 
ſay,Chriſt ſpeaks of matters of fa, or worſhip : Thatthey 
ſhould teach nothing to be beleeved, as a DodFrine of Faith : 
or praiſed as a part of Gods worſhip, but what he had 
commanded them. Ocherwiſe the Apoſtles did goc beyond 


their commfion, i8 teaching as neceſſary, to abſtaine from 


bloud, &c. which Chrift never commanded them, but ra- 
ther forbad, in __—_ the Ceremoniall Law. And 
A 


whereas you tay's [7 

enjoyne, nor the Church to enjoyne ſuch things as decent, 
whoſe want or whoſe xvi A wot undecent : nor ſuch orders, 
whoſe want or contrary would be no diſorder.) Ianſwer : that- 
for men to pray or prophefie with their heads covered, or 
with long haire,and women uncovered, were things intheir 
owne nature indifferent (unlefſe you make ir neceſſary, as a 
morall duty, for men to pray or prophefie uncovered, and 
women contra; which no Interpreters upon that Texrdoe) 
and yet the Apoſtle enjoynesthe Corimbians ſo to doe, ergo, 
the Sy»ed may doe ſotoo : And for your inſtance of preach- 
ing ina gowne ; [4 gowne (({ay you) & 4 decent garment to 
preachin, yet ſuch an injunttion (for Miniſters topreachin 4 


gowne) is not grounded upon that Text of the Apoſtle: Farther, 
« Miniſter in negletti p 


18 preach in a gowne, ſhould neglet? 
the commandement of th dpoſete, which yes he doth not forif 
he preach in acloake,he preacheth decently enough. Truc, he 
ſins not inpoint of decexcy ; but ſuppoſing ſuch a cuſtome 
in a Church (asthe cuſtome was for men, amongſt Coris- 
thians,to preach uncovered,and the women to be convened 
in the Congregations) the Synod might enjoyne all the Mi- 
niſters to preach in a gowne, (as the Apoſtle did __ 
them to PE EIT OR preach ina. 


cloke, . 


ES 


poſtle 1 Cor.14.40. doth not at ull © 
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cloke, preaches decently indeed, but not orderly ; and ſo fing 
__ the Apoſtles rule of order, though not of decency, 
. You ſoſpeake, as if there were only one Rule to be obſer. 
ved, or two at moſt, inthe uſe of things indifferent z whereas 
there are at leaſt five to that purpoſe : Ang by the ſame 
reaſon, that the Apoſtle enjoynes inen to keep decency, he 
enjoynes to keep oraer ; and ſoother rules, concerning things 
indifferent. *Doth not the Apoſtle complaine of diſorder in 
_ the Corinthians preaching covered * yet the contrary Order 
was not neceſlary, but in it ſelfe indifferent. The eating of 
things offered to 7dols, was a thing in it ſelfe, before that de- 
ere of the Apoſtles, indifferent, 1 Cor.10.25. 1 Cor.8.8. 
. yet was now forbidden : If you ſay, this was sffenſive ro the 
Fewes, and ergo neceſſary probic & nunc : 1 aniwer, this rea- 
ſon made it neceſſary only, where ſuch cating was knowne 
——_— , but the Carer made it neceſſary every 
where. 
3. Athird reaſon is taken (you ſay) from the nature of 
the [ Miwiſteriall Office in Charch or Synod: which « flewaraly, 
nat Lordly, and crgo, they may diſpenſe no more injun- 
" | dfi0ns 10 Gods bouſe, than Chriſt hath appointed them.) 1 an- 
- Iwer, its true, he may diſpenſe nothing as an infiration of 
Chriſt, but what he hath commanded : But yet a Steward 
- may requite of the Family, and cojoyne them the uſe of 
gs in themſelves indi , for Order and an;formity. 
As that all ſhall meet in ſuch an hore, in ſuch a place, ro 
| 70 — kgs Ithinke you doe in your owne Churches. 
. It indifferent to receive the Zords Sapper at Morning or at 
ning, yet ſome of you enjoyne itto be done at Evening. 
- © 164ndifferent to bapeize, ing river, ina paile, ina Font, in a 
 Baſon, yer, Ibeleeve,youcnjoyne one of theſe, and forbid 
Keother, And whereas you {: Lb jo theſe things never 
_ | provi 
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nity.) Tanfwer: then 


ter. 
if it be ſaid, for Synodical Ordination, [thet Matthias was 
ſecalled1o be an apoſtle, ARts 1. you aniwer : [17 appeares 
nor, they atted them in 4 Syuedicel way.) But I pray Sir,re- 
member what you ſaid above, concerning that Synod, Ads 
15. [That it riſe up to be « Synod, or generall Councel,, by the 
Apoſtles preſence, G being Elders ofal the Churches, ] Soit 
may be ſaid of that Aﬀembly, Acts 1. the Apoſtles preſence, 
andthe whole Church, then extant, there aſſembled, made it 
a Synod , and it ſo, then ina Synod, there was an Apoftle 


'- ordained : If I may uſe that word of an Apoſtle, which 1 


may the better to doe, by your. grants, who urge the ward 


ovncel{npiin, [he was voted by the common [uffrages of them T'* Keyes, 
{ 3 


- 


LO 


al. Andifan Apoſile,much m more a Deacow,or other Of- 
$  cers, as As 6, in another like Aſſembly. 'Theotherin- 
E- -  ſtanceofthe Preſbyters | _ upon Peel and Bar- 
- | and Bar- Babs, Was Dot indeed an on, properly ſo called, 
ined ro hu ooh ou call ita [ T7 gooks of thet 18 the worke of the 

x (of a 26 lip Joori in a Synod, but ina particular Church, yet 
dlicihip) by it wasin a Presbytery of Prophets IT, Teachers, perhaps of 
v- IS of ſeverall hr there occaſionally mer, and ycelds us this 
me Officers inſtruQion z That Elders of one or more Churches, may in- 
x member of f poſe hands, that is, ordaine (in your ſenſe) B/ders imployed 
The way = pg - mother Charches;for ſo were Pa#land Barnebes. Whence 
_ we would inferre two things more: 1. That if a Coffs or 
Preſhytery may ordaine,then may a Syzedordaine. 2. That 


however the people or Brethren have no power to ordaine 
or impoſe hands: for thoſe were Prophers and Teachers, that 


kate 1 Four onhank -— 2 ſaid, Th 

. a0 :W ou ſaid, [The S 
58 w6d, A815. did __ yore none the falſe + vw cl 
9 an evident argument, they lefs the cenſure = the particular 


as his is an A _ like the former: 
by NO CeNure, t no power, per- 
WESDntS , and Cakes: 
d not cenſure them, 
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CHAP. VII 


The firſt Subjeft of all this Power ; and of - 
Independency. 


> Ecting paſſe what is aid of Chriſt, the fove* 
> raigne SubjeR of all power,as out 'of all que” - 
29 ſtion, we conſider only what you ſay of Mz” 
| I nifterial power. 
== I. Propeſ. [A particular C harch, or Con- 
egation - Saints, us the firſt ſubjei? of all the Charch- 
hee with all their ome gift 
But, under favour, all the Texts produced to prove the Pro- 
1:ion, are miſtaken, or miſa ne) The firſt, x Cor. 3.22, 
15 not {| to the Church o Finch, or any other parti- 
cular Church, as a peculiar priviledge unto them; but cither, 
of all Saints inthe-world, or of thoſe inthe Churchof Ce-,. 
Saints,not promiſcuouſly ofthe whole Church, as a 
of good = bad : For, was Paul and 
how z was life and death, were things preſent, and things i 
come, givento wicked men and hypocrites in that Church £ 
was Pax an Apoſtle, and Cephas another, given as a PeCu- 
liar priviledge to the Church of Corinth only 2 Yea, 15 not 
this meant of the i»vifible wyſticall Church, and not of any 
particular Church 2 For the od, 1C#.14.23. you ſay, 
[Thejrs was ſuch 4 Charch, LS whow it # ſaid, rhe cn —_ 


F 3 


rinth as 
Chnch: conſiſting 


*% 


ifts and power, ]1 Cor.3.22,8c. 
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together into one place. But we have told you, at the begin- 


gregation of Saints p 


” » —_ 7 : 


W 


and the Church of Zereſalews,had many Cong 


- 
(0 
ry 


- 
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ning,chis vas not ſuch a Church as you deſcribed, {4 Con- 
profeſſing the faith without their Officers: 


« which I thinke you meane ane here alſo ; (for theſe things are 


raken out of, Theway, p.1.) This was a Church that had 
many Officers.” The third Text, r C#r.12.28. is not meant 
of aparticular Church. For I pray, were the Apoſtles ſet 
in the Church of Corinth only, as a particular Church : 
Were not they Miniſters of all, and givento all Churches * 
Your labour about 5: , ſome, toreferre itto the Apoſtles, is 
buta meere criticiſme , tor let it be ſomze, or wb/ch, it mat- 
tersnot-: For thoſe Apoſtles or Prophets were nat ſet in the 
Church of Corinth, as the fr f ſuljeg thereof, but ip the 
generall vif6b/e Church : ſo the paralell place, Eph.4.12. is 
neceſſarily meant of the Church of Saints, or the body of 
-Chriſt generally , or indefinitely, not of this or that parti- 
eula! Church. "What weake proofes are theſe, for a propo- 
jon of concernment,as being the very foundation 
of the Independent Government £ | | 
-But you read of no N tiene Church, nor N ation«{ Offi- 
rsgivento them by Chriſt:Yet (ſay we) we reade of Offi- 
x5 more than Natiovel, given tothe Churches, even wni- 
wverſallas Apoſtles and Prophets: And ſome thinke we reade 
< | ©» mae, ware _ for Crete, as an Evan- 
geliſt, th we take thele to be extraordinary. 2. We 
Df Aoines Churches, living under one an pea 
ment,2s the Churches of Gala#ia,yet but one Church s 
repations, yet 


- but one Church : Ang if many Congregations may be 
. *eallegone Church'in a Cir ; why all the Ce ons In 


called one National Charch, 1 ſee no 
lin atgypiedff ſenſe, as the _ 


ion was, a Nutionall Church. 3» Yougrant, ahat 
cers of particular Churches. of a Province, or Na- - ; 
tion, may meet,as 2 $520d, by an Ordinance of: Chriſt , and thn ſpeaks « 
there determine, and enjoyne things for all thcir Churches ; 2 ene 
 andthis Sywedyou call, a Church of Churches : Now;ate $07,019 
- thoſe Officers, Officers to all thoſe Churches, and may I<wib Chur-" 
not they be called Nationall Officers, ina candid ſenſe: k hr pr 
is therefore a meere Logomachy, to diſpute, whether there in ſome cau- 
be a N:tionall Church, or. Nationall Officers, ot no : Bur 1;1cno the 
[ the Of fcers themsſelves (lay you) andthe Synods themſelves, 3ts tmorgony. 
and all their power, are primarily given to the ſeveral Chur. Churches, and, 
ches of particular Congregations, ether as the firſt ſubjett in *!o* _—_ fs ; 
whom they are reſident, or 4s the firſt 0bjeth, about whom they moral! carey} 
ai converſant, &c. | Let me firſt tell you, you plain] 
_ queſtion, which is,of the f/f ſa5jec#, not of the farſt nnd rn 
6 ON one to ana». 


- 2+ The ff objedt of all the Church officers, is not the ©: © gr they: 
particular Churches; certainly the firſt objec? of the Apoſtles one Body, The) 
and Prophers was the generall viſible Church, not any par- Keyergp.56, 
-. ticular Church : Nay, every Pfor is firſt given tro the 

whole Church ſecondarily rothis or that particular Church 
25 the obje#;,25 L thinke, I have proved above, atleaſt, you 
doe not ſufficiently diſprove it : But 3. thatthe power which 

aSyned puts forth, [s ; ſubjefiveh firſt in the Synod ; ] is The Keyes: .. 

your owne aflexcion in your 4.propoſition ; you did there- "#7 
Fw = ent your ſclfe hereto aſſert the contrary 5 and 
b altering the ſtare of the queſtion,  put- 
ing eſa, Grit þ r/# [ubjec#, or joyning them to- 
when the queſtion is of the firff ſs5jed# only, _ 
| the power of a Sy nod be any thing more than the power 
- aparticuilar Corpregarionythe particular Congr 
. hoe «1 the fuft ſabj ſabjet#, 1n Ui the poles 


and yeeld ſuch. 


204g yo 
nas | 


or $6 ns 


| toa Sywed 


I, Pindicavion | 


i mfident, But when] conſider your firſt propoſition bet: 
ue, Tbeginothinke your meaning i, thathe Church par 
ticular, even without Officers, is the firſt SubjeR of all 
Church-power ; becauſe 1. ſuch a Church you define in, 
The Moy, 0% to be the only "nave Church ; and ſecondly, 
power to derive their power upon their O 
NN ſt and ordaining them, then ſending them 
: and fo indeed, hey are the firſt SubjeR, even 
of - 4m power put forth: in the Synod ; But if rhis be not 
downright Browniſme, I confeſle, I know not. what is. Let 
me but make uſe of your owne chay«adFers of the firſt Sub- 
jeRof all power: ['7, The ff ſubjef? of any power hath it re- 
_ Th JB But a parcicular Congregation of Saints, hath not 
ch-offices, and all ſpiriruall power reciprocally : 
may be without all Officers : ſo cannot fire, the firſt 
a of. heate, be without heate. Againe, take the ſe- 
= charaQer : (1 firſt patteth forth the exerciſe of that j0- 
wer.) But fay La particular Congregation 3 Ba Off 


. cers, doth not fiſt put forth the power of an Officer, or of a 


Synod, ergo, If you lay, yet the third will fic it rightly : (7! 
firs communicateth that powey 10 others. ] becauſe the Church 


y —_ her owne Officers, and then imployes them in 


n gr Synod. Laske, whether this be not that ex- 
whict  $ptutrdbaſy peake pens Fvingſthe __ not 
be people (without thrir 
Officers) II inn thebad by 3-06.99) eftatedit in 
2. Propol. Cri pleas the frft ſubjeet of Apeſe 
s hah 3 Gur » ty fl Subjea not fay, pro rt1- 
EE IS Ee gs 
. anc -E power, &c? 2-1 
& nbc. of all the Camech offices, with all their 
| ſpirituall 


wry Cangregation ; 
IS. 

1. Youſay,their power ſtood in this; [ That each Apoſite 
had'im him all minifericl power of all the of ficers of the Church, 
Paſtors, Teachers, Rulers, Deacons.) Bur this is a flat con- 
tradition to your firſt propoſition, That a particular Congre- 
gation was the firſs ſubjeft of all the Church-offices and 
power : - There cannot be two firſt ſabjeds,much lefie three 
firſt [ubjeZis of one Adjunt , and yet here you joyne EBvan- 
gelilts wich Apoſtles, and ſay, that [ove Apoſtle or Buange- 
hf, carried about with him the liberty and power of the whole 
Church; and ergo, might alonebaptize and cenſure. It you 
ſhould ſay,they received this power from the Church, you 
ſay, that which jumps with the Browniſts opinion,” and that 
which is apparantly falſe. Take all your 3. charaFers of a 
ff foes ; 1. It firſt, recciverth that'power, 2. Ir firſt puts | 
forth the exerciſe of that power, / 3. Ir firſt communicaterh 
that power to others. : They all fall upon'the Apoſtles, be- 
forc there was any particular Congregation z They firſt re- | 
ceived Pore rp Chriſt 5:Ther: eh av nes that 
power 5 T ; communicated oa powel 'y y making M 
Paſtors, Elders, Deacons. : Befides;inyourother ; wr! = 
ſay, cxpreſſcly as much,or more... [One Apoſtle received - Way p83, 
| the... ; 


© 


*« 


0] ate 0fficns af th hn and wight 

pe witheur the Church. ] Though your 
ed that Tra, doc affixe their Srwre 
3 aL ceording to their mtimation in their 
E " Bpif hy rm much as, Magi 


iſter non tenersr. And no 
1}, for you arenotconftantto your ſelfe: Your firſt and 
ſecond propoſitions doe direQly contradi®t one another. 
| + [4 poſtalicall pewer (fay you) extended it ſelfe to all 
Charches, as much as to ary one ;, and ſo they were the firſt and 
laſt ſubjet? of Apoſtolicall power.) This {till makes the con- 
tradition greater : For how then,could you truly ſay ; [The 
; _—_— ut ht rage wes the firſt ſabici of aff Church- 
when the power of a Ala Congregation 
oi fafe vo ſuintier theres own bounds, and Apo- 
ends toall Churches e 2. ey can you 
wy ee? of all power Bebe © Le 
fore, The ation 1s the ect of a 
or + wr ge oe 
latitude of power, which was conjoyned inthem, i now di- 
v6 themſehucs, among ft all the Churches, and all 
#he/ Officers .] Then it followes t. Thar the 
Ch <a gr nr nf rt wore all power , for it is divided 
y the: Apoſtles, amongſt all the Churches. 2. That the 
be Lf ſabjec? of all Sno wers 
foriicek rt. of ach and Officers : ill the 
queſtion'#s;' whotn the Apoſtles did beat fife. with the 
vrdin ->1oighatuh ht Tedchers, Elders, Deacons : 2 Phe 
Qhuneches (ky EIS. edively : Bur what 


ay they were the 


a aa ch als out to bethe 
extreme of Brow make the people the f-/# ſubjef# 
of all power. wo thinke the tnuth is z Nha the Apoſtles 
betruſted the power of the Officers, not firſt with theC Chur- 
ches, but with the Officers themſelves : They, and Evan- 
pelifs, ordained Fogerty! in every City, not the Churches: 
Panl gives Timothy argc [£8 commit that which he hagre- 
ceived oy bim, to ace} RR , that might be able to teach 
others alſo, 2 Tim. 2.2. ] Toconclude this You faid aboye, 
That the Keyes were d;ſtribured into ſeverall hands; the Key 
of 0 teloegey unto the Brethren ; the Key of. Authority unto 

the Officers ;, and. is not this 2contradiQtion to what your 
ey aſſert, Thatthe particulsr Church of 


fisſt 
Brethres, is the firſt ſabje of all Church-cflices, and of 
all Chuxch-power, and lo of the Authority of the officers 4 


__ hen the Charch of lay 
3 Whenthe ch of 4 particular congregation, 
walketh —_ in the trath and " the Bret Fe the 
fir ſubjet# of Church liberty , and the Elders thereof, 
Chwch- authority , and both of all Church. power, needfall to 
cugees among ft themſelves. This is'very f candy deli- 
vered, yet not enough to cover your Fontradic#ion. Enher 
this propoſition is the. ſame with the firſt, or clſc it contra- 
dias it. There you ſaid, that the Wow. "x angnr os 
Saints, was the ff "pun of all the he Church-offices 
all their ſpirituall : power + Now divide wirs 
power, between and the Elders ; 'giving the one 
Church-liberty,the other, Authority. 2. There is alimi- 
OOO this too ;; it is 'but whew they walke is wrath ad 
K 2 


peace : 


| JE «c d amo O of Tt And we ſhall heare anon,a Sy- 
0c d's the/ irſt abject? of all power needfull to be exerciſed 

5. Foam lves ; Whenthere are diviſions and fattions 
among t c Yet againe,in your other TraRt, you 
vive the AS on F- n of Brethren, the whole 
ow, of rs wenn | TOfficers, and cenſures of their 


F. Thatthe Brethren are the firſt ſabjer? of Church- 
you hbour to prove thus: [By removal of any for- 
| [pie they ht deriveit : Not from their El- 

for they had power to chuſe their owne Elders : Not from 


butches, for all Churches are equal : Not om 4 $y- 

they of Antioch borrowed none of their Liberties from 
[ergſalems:? T anſwer; theenumeration is not ſufficient: For 
though they received it from noneof thoſe, yetthey might 
derive Rok ol ſome others ; namely, from the Elders of 
et Churches, by whe were fiſt converted to the 


4th : For t ries priviledges that a'Congrega- 
6 hh 25; Giſtine Nm Elders, comes to them by ver- 

| _ ther ey cither in the Body myſticef,or Citholicke 
vipele Church, which is in Order, betor their menher- 
fa art ricular "C6; ongregation : They muſt be wfble 

1 ey can gather into a rengregation of viſible 

ry one'fing} 091 $0 ogravades 

: Now thenceit 


nn Ch 
4-.enter into the Charch.] Now who 


CONngton, arenot the f/f # [objec of Churct-libeny ; 
butevery: Beleever hath jr firſt, and that detived 


fromſome Elders. And certainly,in the firſt plamtation of 
Churches, the 0fficers, Elders I meanc, were before the 
Churches themſelves: The P/anters were before the plaw- 
zation, The Apoſtles being firſt converted and ordained by 


many times fingle ; afterwards, when they were increaſed, 
they uaited into Churches. Now, you ſuppoſe the Church 
to be before the E/dersz becauſe they. chuſc their owne Z/. 
ders, which is not generally true. Though it may be ſo in 
Churches planted, yet not inthe firſt plantation 7 Chur- 
ches. Indeed, in your way, the Churches are before their 
Elaers,and doe ehuſe and ordainetheir Zlders ; bur from the 
irwas not ſo : And befides; Elders now, in order 
of-nature, if not 1ntime, are before the Churches, in all Re- 
formed Churches 4 hang ordained for the moſt part to be 
Elders; before they be Elders fo, this or that particular 
Church: And tears your Churches doe chuſc their Zl- 
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f Faith . inftrumentally, but [che Pele 
beleevid:} Therefore, the Check of a particular 


Chriſt himſelfe, were ſent abraad; and converted, ople, 
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The Keyes, 


power 'nor: only to chuſe, 
id ſo your Churchesare befo before 


Reir power, by .cleRion and ot- 
Tn dy know 


yo Sto Je it Relves: e 
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reh, 1 4 om ad them — 


to them from voi how 


2. land ome ; 
2b Sake You vary 
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Sg Say, their Authority from the Chureh of 
Brethren :-Atnid\ conſequently,” the Church of Brethrew is 
the firſt ſubjeR of aurhority, as well as of Liberty, and hot 
the Elders, Certainly, all your-z charadterg'of RY 
jeAzfalluponthe Apoſtles, and their Succeffors. 7. They 
Srfiebved cheirpower from- Chriſt. 2. They firſt pur 
forth the cxerciſe-of that power. 3, Theyfiſt communis 
catedehat power to others.” You day here; [God 461 
4 ſpirit of Rule and Government or y | 
Cn; of the Brubren, and when ho 
ven them the firſt recelt of the Key 1 Cady tombs te 
bith wet groen the gift oy rhe ody 
ofthe Brethren 2lone,the firſt 
ey of Authority, when you givei qe ne 
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 tobeao Adtof Rele and ugebority) :doedi- 
rectly c Alek ry poſſibility of recay- 
any had Do 1 Bllle 
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th oht Of, which od han 


or aathirity of thit Office, 'erl Duacons choſett 
the people, Setoine OR Fs? oft Shad orc 


eleFion tothis orthat place, 

the party inveſted with «v- 

on of. an Elder from 

| J ac no the exerciſc 
ht mane; 250 wy. ors Your 4 p 
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to rule over them ? It it does then Ordine- 
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allowance YO the King of the Co harh'; : 
re mens wives may carry the & eyes of any 
or ” 28 rr Mn their bonds hay 6-4 
ers; you ſecme to givea greater honour ang bhniye 
 thenco ot Ladyes z-and withallyou give us- 
lerveto inferre, That Churches harhave no Officers c 
= "——aePwes ca gn oe hn, x They that 
Officers Keyes in ers hands: Th 
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the Brethren ordaine, oritenſure O 
x oth not that- a of theirs 


( | * forthe 
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© Eiders of a Syn9d 
rare ſuperiour 
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Ee! 24/66-Þ fathful and wiltis 
Sy: due cenſure; why ſhould the offence fd 
ick Indicature, and the uh Aa 
wer] They are your OWne Words, page 42. 1 
10ns. 

From the prattiſe and cx .mple of the Church of Co- 
bar, 6-3 This mn the aRof. m—_ no at of-judiciall 
-authority in the Church, but rather of {ubjectionto his fen- 
 detlapec., $04. [The os Jorms of Paul, was wot a judicial 
Entence , ing him 10 Satan » but 4 judicious drfbrine,and 

fraction teach! them what 10 doe in that caſe. ' Reply + 

ms y ls Text, where yet you grant, 
that, 4 one did excommunicate Alexander, and juſtifie 
ing is hiaw the proer of the whole 
from the Church, or party, he might 
paralell £ I have delivered him 


ercd t ). ; lei might be fad, Paul did notdeliver 
exande: to San, but only judged py Cp 
burct to excommunicate him 
id, by ajer/dic« ſentence, deliver Toms | 
> Satan, is notevident (as faidatore) butra L 
that hearing of the Apoſtles ſentence decreed, againſt him, 
the 'S abe rebuke of mavy,2 Cor.2 6] Asfor cirfo 
nit might bearalses rata, by way of cha- 
Fendo fp, Botfafged by WRT ARIRY : - 
7 your owne confeſſion) had only Li 
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w:bout that: 
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I. They are your oWne words, page Ft. 1 


2:4 _— vw the praftiſe and cxc.wple of the Church of Co- 
i 14.0h,. This was the aQ of Pau, no a of judicial 


Authority inthe Church, but racher of ſudjectionto his ſeh- 
- kelige;8ec., $0). {The Jodgement of Paul, was not a judicial 
entence deljuering him 30 Satan « but a judicious dritrine,and 
fries, teaching them what 19 doe in that caſe.) Reply + 
$you may cvadethitother Text, where yet you grant, 
taat Faw/alone did excommunicate 4/exanaer, and juſtifie 
his doing of it, :as {[beving in him the prwer of the whole 
y. {1-8 and when abſent from the Church, or party, he might 
{ett,]. Are not the places paralcl} £ I havedclivered him 
orns and I have judged already, that ſuch ah one bede- 
th R@S2c20 : Elle it might be ſaid, Paul onde 
ghar but only judged. it him + And thr 
to RICO : 
id, by juridical ſentence, 
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Lark #p/% Text, "8 43 Bre- 
with: [ome 44 of 3 -VIz- ſuch 
| Ez are Tels 3 ace 
4s ke ts the edminifiration of the 
re] Reply :- This is not evidentin the Text, ; yea, if 
DOWEr inthe Bren, ſurely it is more than liberty, 
JireR authority, vis, 2,vegative vote, to retard the fen- 
Py the Blaers have : : If you meane 
di aiogod awithdrawing,to execute 
that libenty.they have, ar«t/onellcon. 
Of is rather a peſive, than an five 
CE Th he Ears But. the queſtion is, whether 
be null, if they. will notconcurreto ir: It ſo, 
oſtles own ſentence might-have been nullified, 
vered this pany,or Alexander to Satan + and he 
» I have dehy / nm anto IN 2 For it 
power 4 tiberty, you lay, purchaſed 
Goriff) roretard or ſpecd the NCANEg [ta 
fo ns prove, that the Brethren concurred a@iwely 
cl ; For:1,the whole Church might (and were) 
01-not earning, and for not withdrawing, for 
not for + nor ſentencing of hime--2.” The Com- 
ml ececd tothe Ouch, wing 
o-al ll alike zthe preſence of the ] 
r7.: Macy. thi 


"191 | ; ><] Apoſtles. 
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c in -afe) SROPE , is SD all the 
and 9:3 bur this no power at Linit, 
Ta.called-: And.cruly, if the Apoſtles words ty 
SI of. judgement i in the Brethren, it miy ſceme taim- 
BY judgement of authority, rather than of diſcretion 
hegives an morethan 5 pom dare plead for 3 though nor 
more than, Lfeare,they will erc long uſurpe. 4.1 i isgrat- 
{the Brethres may and muſt forgive him, as well as the 
ders, but not with one and the ſame kind of forg:ueneſſe. 
The people at an Aſſizes,doe intheir judgement of diſcretion, 
"_ the party whom the Indge and wy doe acquit, with 


ao gement of Authority. What pooreand weak proofes 
xehrag a matter of ſuch moment * as eafily denyed,as- 


"oh; 2a Corinth w n a ag gs ro, Sol [[N, 
fach + appeares. ) Reply - It more than probably a 
peares, it being. a Aother-City , where God had 
people, and they had many Ziders and Teachers, withex- 
an gifts(as you gran?) tr is not likely therefore they. had 
but one Congregation : And it there were many, Dy 
probably be [aid,chat this command wasdireQed to 
ar ſeveral \ nine rogether,asthe corey 


you be proved. ; 
hi [From the quilt of off ence. whichlyeh ” 
\ whe (2 bes commteed by ihels memes, wy 
Ripa Bir%s Sol. It doth nor 
ur » but ane, fiogle 


g —_ -» 
; p »x5 . 
* . Py Fd 
by 4 , 


e guilt 


| ter the Angell of 
yy you which quite 
| PT harthel Miviflers were 2 

"14.2056 to the Miniſters of 

le, there were more 


f thoſe Churches, and ſo 
dent Churches, 3. That 
for the Presbytery . the 
edenyed : However, ! pay 
are never called the Angels'of 
where cal- 


ey ul, ind nd clas, 


rn! rote IDE wr 
X promiſe 
4 < byenr Jagwr Church: neg 
;1T.1%7,8c. 


II I will not ſay, 'That: this Argue | 
proves not opoſony for it proves indeed 
cular Churct') A north Gf _ of this power _— 
rity, 'bur irdoth notproy is: [Butchis I fay, 
at by this way of ar pig, Chu can feldome or ne- 
} hk Megrablyic 


have pc perio bind when thiere: is notanaw- 
CeSTUD cares - 
1elv ut now,” and wilt doe more CI IO owne 
ChircharFe Ceelbdpiowegiloynlt wake 


| pi ater fr 
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re or diſagree, & 
them f you will know your 
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| _ [de 9 preg not, 
to aothirg:::: The cenſure of the Synod 
declare what is truth : = mpg 


and looſing ; and if 
© be hid)- how caſte is it 
or faction, and ſo eſcape 
the Church erring, or at 
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Aps- 
of lereſalem did 


cher Bees]; oe: is-not-of che (ame kind, buc 
_ youdoe meerely eqziwocate with us. The judgement, of the 
Church upon a Brother is juridical, even by way: of cenſure, 
of excemmunication :. But the judgement of a Synod is only 
nal and declarative. It yon grant any:more, you and 
WE arc agreed, 

Before I conclude this propoſition, I only. animadyert 
theſe few things: - 1. That you grant the. 4/embly of the 
Apoſtles and Elders at-Teru/alem, ARts 15:31. to have been'a 
fancid S$yned, wherein your Diſciples-here doe dilcent 
from you,as appeares intheir Epiſtle z nay call ic only a Con. 

ſultation, by way of Arbitratiey : To which Arbitration, it 
ſcemes the Church of Anyach:was not bound to ſtand ; for 
they did not (fox ought app.earcs) promiſe or. bind thema- 
, felvesto ſtand cotheir erbitrewent-, nor might they ſo bind 
themſelves (by your dedrine, and theirs 0 for that were 
[ ive away their privilcdge pur 
ier.1a. You yeeld Karel Ls ate irg yori 
in as Apoſiles,and determine the matter-by Apoftolicall Au. 
Harry ; oy as Elders, in an ordinary, waders the yU fo 


£2 ng. inthe buſinefſe proves, as you well 
gs pt re here, ſubmir notto your erin 
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tionof C Ct 4 
"thes) and yet ches that a ry. of. 5 eve 
called a Church. 4. Youſay: The Blders there (at Jeru- 
ſalem) were is foo. gg ogg bagt uucogen Lore, 
thouſands. } Therefore, ſay. wee, tl "F e than 
.could meet together in one place; ig rage 
Church: : whence we map nfars, There was a 
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the Scales, 


repentance. Grant 

s Xey of Authority, to 
;\or 'Church, and to releaſe chem 
the matter is at'an end. Bur if 
declarative power, 
bgle hath. And whe- 
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to know, 2. By what: Authority our Bre- 
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Magiſtrates, cov to reforme bur alſo, calling 
and commanding an Aﬀſembly of Divines, to re- 
one ety to the Word, doe take upon them to 
and eſtabliſh a forme of Church- Governmene 
bo, their owne, before they have demonſtrated ir to 
'be the w OT of God ; to the preat diſturbance of the 
-pea of Church and State ? 2. I doe demand 
; No, why many of Jour dif 
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lexation of all Landy Oct they pew will not tollerare 
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